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Woolsey, Herrington lead the Fernley Class of 2026
By Robert Perea

Valedictorian Bobby Woolsey and Salutatorian Abby Herrington are the top ranking 
graduates in the Fernley High School Class of 2026.

Both students have already earned their Associate of Science degrees through the 
Western Nevada College Jump Start program and are headed to the University of  
Nevada, Reno this fall.

While they share the same destination, they reached the finish line from different 
directions, Woolsey through a broad range of involvement and Herrington through a 
defined path. 

Valedictorian Bobby Woolsey

The son of William and Rebekah Woolsey, Bobby Woolsey admits he does not look 
like a typical academic powerhouse. 

“If someone looked at me, I kind of just look like a regular person off the street,” he 
said. “But I think personally, some of the things that I do are pretty unique and pretty 
fascinating.”

 A student with a diverse range of interests, Woolsey credits his excellence in the 
classroom to a desire to do his best, plus a little bit of motivation to match the accom-
plishments of his sister Emma, who was the Fernley Class of 2024 valedictorian.

“When my sister became valedictorian, I was kind of like, I guess I can’t take any 
days off,” he said. “It was less about being valedictorian. I just had to not be worse 
than my sister.”

Woolsey said he always focused on always showing up and turning in all his work, 
but he had gotten all A’s after two years of high school.

“So I was like, might as well just keep doing school and then it just turned out I 
went another year, still no B’s,” he said. “It was really just something that happened 
because of all of the other stuff I was doing.”

Woolsey was in the marching band and concert band for four years, playing the 
tuba. He made three regional honor ensembles and was named to the small schools 
All-State band once. In marching band, he was section leader for three years and 
drum major for one.

He also plans to learn to play bass and start a rock band. Tuba and bass are both 
the steady anchor and quiet backbone of a piece of music, but Woolsey said he hadn’t 
considered the parallel between the instruments and his personality.

“If anything, there’s a little of me just always trying to be a good classmate and  
uplift those around me,” he said. “And that could also be applied to the to the music 
that I like to make.”

Woolsey plans to study mechanical engineering in college but said music was one 
reason he chose UNR.

“They let people who aren’t music majors play in their ensembles, so it’s kind of 
like a perk for me,” he said.

Woolsey spent four years on the academic team, as captain for three years, and 
was the team’s leading scorer for one year. He was in the National Honor Society for 
his last three years of high school and was elected parliamentarian for two years and 
participated in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program at the high 
school. He has also been involved in 4-H since he was 7 years old.

Since many Jump Start classes are either online or in person at the Carson City 
or Fallon campuses, many students in the program are isolated from the rest of the 
high school student body. Woolsey said he avoided that by taking normal high school 
classes at the same time.

“My favorite part about high school is just seeing all of these different people,” 
he said. “Everyone is so different in their ideas and their values, and we are all in the 
same place and we all interact on a daily basis. And it was just really fun to interact 
and see everyone.”

While he enjoyed participating in a wide range of activities in high school,  
Woolsey said he is looking forward to narrowing his focus in college. 

“High school was fun and I did get to do a lot of stuff, but I’m really excited now to 
focus on one subject of study, to really try and specialize my knowledge,” he said.

Salutatorian Abby Herrington

In her first year in the program, Abby Herrington nearly walked away from the 
Western Nevada Jump Start Program at Fernley High School. A year later, she has 
her Associate of Science degree through the program and has set herself on a direct 
path into nursing.

The daughter of Krystal and Wayne Strickland, Herrington is also the Class of 
2026 salutatorian.

“I really feel like everything paid off, all my hard work, late nights, lots of tears,” 
Herrington said. “There was a point when I thought about dropping out of Jump 
Start and they were like, ‘no, don’t do it, just see it through.’ And it was totally worth it 
because I did just fine. I was just scared to do something new.”

Herrington also earned her Certified Nursing Assistant license through a Career 
and Technical Education program at Fernley High and works two 12-hour shifts each 
week at Carson-Tahoe Hospital in medical oncology.

She says the work confirms her long-term plans to earn her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing at the University of Nevada, Reno, then continue to graduate 
school. Her long-term goal is to become a burn center nurse.

Herrington’s interest in nursing began early. Her mother, an oncology nurse who 
is now a nurse educator at Renown Regional Medical Center, often brought her to 
the hospital when she was younger. 

“I got to see the floor, and I was like, this is totally what I want to do,” Herrington 
said.

Herrington said her favorite class was her CNA class taught by Windi Altemeyer, 
the director of the Certified Nursing Assistant program at Fernley High School.

“It really solidified that I wanted to be a nurse,” she said.
As part of Jump Start, Herrington also did a teaching internship at Silverland  

Middle School.
“You shadow the teachers, work with the kids, teach lessons, whatever they’ll let 

you do,” she said.
Herrington said being valedictorian or salutatorian was not her specific goal, but 

it was in the back of her mind throughout high school.
“I took extra credits to get here, more than the required credits in Jump Start,” she 

said. “It’s a good accomplishment, so if it happens, it happens, but if it doesn’t, I wasn’t 
going to get too caught up in it. I need A’s to get into the nursing program anyway.”

The youngest of four siblings, Herrington said her parents always encouraged 
them to do the best they can, but she said her motivation is internal.

“I want to have a good life, and I’m ready to move out of my mom’s house,” she said. 
“I think I’m very caring, so I think the more educated I am, the better care I can give.”

Herrington said working at the hospital pushed her forward.
“That’s a good motivator,” she said. “I don’t want to have any regrets at the end, so 

let me just do it all. I don’t want anything to hold me back.”
Away from school and work, Herrington said she takes care of her four cats and 

likes to cook and read.
Herrington said her own experience in pushing through when she considered 

quitting Jump Start offers advice for future students.
“Just see it through, even if it’s rough,” she said. “Just don’t give up. If you don’t try 

it, you’ll never know if you fail. And it’s okay to fail.”

Abigail HerringtonRobert Woolsey
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Athletic scholarships
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2026  
JUMP START 
GRADUATES 

Ashlynne Rae Cumming  
Abigail Rose Herrington 

Logan Lee Kallas 
Levi Rasia Lanka 
McKenzie Marsh 
Ariana Marshall 

Alexander Mergell 
Jiovani Paredes Rosas 

Anakin Pochop 
Bailee Pulley  

Mya C. Richardson  
Rachel Ann Rosas 
Alyssa Jr Sandate 

Olivia Ann Stetson 
Haley Michelle Stevenson 

Holly Vanden Brink  
Brett Vanderkelen 

Alina Williams 
Robert Woolsey

Fernley High School Vaqueros
Banner Health joins you in celebrating the Senior Class of 2026!

Congratulations
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Autumn Harding  
Anderson

David Orozco AmbulaDemery AlldredgeKrista AdamsMiguel AboAlana Abbott

Ryan AsherJustice Martell-ArtiagaFaith ArthurAlexis Ramirez ArriagaEmma AndujaJames Anderson

Salvador Rosas Ayala Angeline Stopani  
Barrios

Aloysius Bahinting Kilee BellGunnar BeemerSophia Mata Bauer

Landon BozarthIsabelle BothwellSofia Boschert

Grace BonkDerek BoelterNolan Berreman

Irene BrownHolly Vanden BrinkDarrell Bright

CONGRATULATIONS

FERNLEYGraduates!

Small Town Service. 
Big Results.

330 E. Main Street • Fernley, NV     |         775.575.2407

COLDWELL BANKER SELECT
REAL ESTATE - FERNELY

BS.146720

YOUR FUTURE. YOUR JOURNEY. OUR COMMUNITY IS PROUD OF YOU.

FROM ALL OF US AT 
COLDWELL BANKER SELECT 

REAL ESTATE - FERNLEY
Whether your next chapter takes you across 
the country or right here at home, we’re cheer-
ing you on every step of the way. You’re the 
future of Fernley, and the future is bright!

Amira BryantCami BurdetteKaydence Brown

Introducing the class of 2026!
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Rylee Dvorak

Hannah DurhamJacob DupreeScarlet DummarLillian DonahueJayden DominguezJaden Doan

Dominick DietrichIsaac DiemertPreston DiazEmily DiazEva DexterLala Davis

Landon Cruz Ashlynne CummingMatthew Walker  
Coghlan

Lexi CoclichHeather Ocenar ClappAislinn Christopher

Eva ChristmannLauren CarlsonBrandon Carlson

Caleb FinleyKelly Enget

Gunner FrostJennifer Rosas FloresJasmine FloresApril Menoza Flores

Michael FitzgeraldKaden FitzmauriceChristopher Ocegueda 
Felix

SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
Emcee for the Evening ........................... Jackson Hohnholz, Student Body President
CNA Awards ............................................................. Windi Altemeyer, CNA Instructor 
Career & Technical Education Certification ........................................... Chrissy Haas
Northern Nevada Trades Council.. ................................................................ .Jacob Haas 
Lons Club Most Improved ...........................................................................Sherry Cathel 
Fernley Elementary School Scholarship......................................................Kati Kupcak  
East Valley Elementary School Scholarship ..................................... Stephanie Sweet, 
						                   Christtie Davis Cumming

Cottonwood Elementary School Scholarship ............................. Cassandra Gemmel, 	
								           Philly Harlow 
 
Robert Z. Hawkins Scholarship ...................................................................... Ryan Cross
Gil & Alice Clements Scholarship .................................... ..............................Ryan Cross 
Dennis Pierre Zubieta Scholarship ......................................................... Vicky Zubieta, 	
							                   Courtney Weddle 
Diana Wagner Scholarship ........................................................................ Cody Wagner 
Rodger W. Denn Memorial Scholarship................................................... Cody Conway 
Marjorie Washburn Scholarship .......................................................... Leon Aberasturi 
Alyce McCracken Memorial Scholarship ........................................... Michelle Barney
FYFL/FYCL Scholarship ......................................................................... Roman Sisneros 
Jessica Davis Memorial Scholarship ...........................................................Chrissy Haas 
Lyon County 4-H Leaders’ Council Scholarship ......................................Sydney Botts 
Lyon County Junior Lvestock Scholarship ................................................... Ben Matley 
NASC. ........................................................................................................... Jackie Kingston 
Kelli Russell Memorial Scholarship ....................................................... Jackie Kingston 
Knights of Columbus Scholarship ............................................................... Ted Schmidt 
Rural Nevada Counseling Scholarship ................................................... Betty Zerihun,  
								            Maggie Cruz 
Greater Nevada Credit Union Scholarship ........................................................ Ana Gil 
LCCSEA Scholarship ................................................................ ................Jackie Kingston  
LCEA Scholarship ..................................................................................... Jackie Kingston 
Rotary Club of Fernley- Lorraine Nattress Scholarship .......................Jessie Wagner 
Fernley Chamber of Commerce Scholarship ... Michelle Barney, Wendy Fagundes
FHS Booster Scholarship .................................................................... Farrah Alexander, 	
				      Chrissy Hass, Mary Jo Glass, & Jackie Kingston

Military  
U.S. Army SFC Sergeant First Class Maratita  
U.S. Air Force SSgT ................................. ............................................. Nicholette Alonge  
US COAST GUARD BM1 ...................................... .................................. Thomas Bowles

Principals Award ......................................................Ryan Cross 
Fan of the Year ............................. Paul Sullivan /Cory Sanford
Triathlete for Four Years ...........Paul Sullivan /Cory Sanford 
Iron Man/Iron Woman ..............Paul Sullivan /Cory Sanford
Brian Beatty ..................................Paul Sullivan /Cory Sanford
Cum Laude Designees ............................ FHS Administration 

Kaelynn FriskMcKenzie Noseep-Fox
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Cearra HoweAurora HoughtonRaelynn HorseLanna Fast HorseKaylin HoldenJackson Hohnholz

Abigail HerringtonAlicia HernandezKendall HeikenKamrin HaumannKaden HaumannTyler Hatch

Cali HarrisonVelei Hale Henry HardmanAriq HallAlondra Estrada- 
Gutierrez

Joela Gustavson

Elizabaeth GonzalezMariah Gomez

Wade GarvinKaleb Gardiner

Anthony GaldarisiAlejandro Jimenez  
Gabriel

Dear Class of 2026,

As I think about this incredible group of graduates, I am filled 
with immense pride. It feels like just yesterday you walked 
through our doors, unsure of what the future held. Today, you 
leave as capable young adults ready to take on the world.

Thank you for the energy, the laughter, and the unique spirit 
you brought to our hallways every single day. You’ve faced chal-
lenges with grace and celebrated victories as a family. As your 
principal, my greatest hope is that you carry the kindness and 
community spirit you built here into your next chapter. Your re-
silience is your superpower. 

Character is what you do when no one is watching, and I know 
you will continue to make us proud. Wishing you a future filled 
with joy, purpose, and endless success! 

Ryan Cross, Principal



THE FERNLEY REPORTERWEEK OF JUNE 12, 2026 SPECIAL EDITION •  PAGE 7 

Brandon Castro Ibarra

Riley McCullar Emma McGrathDestiny McDearmanAriana MarshallAiden MarshallMcKenzie Marsh

Naveece La MarqueRaymond ManningBraydon MakrdichianDavid MaguinJoseph Machado

Otto LynchCarmen LuqueKeeshawn LoveEvan LouAleenah Lopez

Amelia LoganJoseph LashLevi LankaLeah LaLonde

Julia KubikAllen KorokBenjamin KinkadeLeeland KetelaarLogan Kallas

Alex JuliotAnthony JuarezElliott JorgensenLeland Jones

Madison LaCroix

Tyler Lyons

Sage LandryMarcus Landa

Hunter Mathews

Kailei Nixon JonesHailey Jones

Brody JonesMalia JimSheldon JacobsonD’Angelo Jackson Skyler Ledesma-James
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Amanda PoorAnakin PochopSavannah PickerXavier PhillipsLyna PhillipAvery Peterson

Andrew PetersonJoseph PerkinsGabriel PerezDonald ParsonsEmily ParkmanLincoln Parker

Omar Adame PadillaZury OropezaBryson O’NeilCadence NordmanEowyn NewmanVera Neumeister

Isaiah MutteNorton MungerShaheerah MuhammadMusheerah Muhammad

Ruben Morser

Dylan Moss

Anna MosesChloe MorrowCarrie MorganMyleigh MickelsonEmily Mglosiek

Alexander MergellFelicity MercadoAiden MercadoGracie MendesCaylee MeeksMaxene McQuarrie

LynZee RandallNathan Pritchard Bailee PulleySpencer PryorZia ProsserDanny Porter

Gregg Nazario
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Marylouz SotoJoseph SotoKenneth Soonwing

Cecilia SolisAudrina SolimanMason Smith

Lauren SmithCody ShermanRiley Schultz

Abram SazoNathan SaulsAlyssa SandateRuben Montes-SanchezAleigha SamChristopher Sakowicz

Anthony RuizSophia RounsevilleRachel RosasMaribel RosasJiovani Paredes RosasIsmael Rosas

Lauara RosalesJose RamosNicholas RomeroAngel Mendez  
Rodriquez

Alfonso RobledoJanessa Robinson

Alijah Remus Mya RichardsonMcKayla Raya Ryver Fry-Reid
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Kadince YoungColette YablonovskyBryson WorkmanIsabella WolvertonBrian Wodke

John WilliamsAlina WilliamsClaire WilcoxQuinn WilcherKeeghan White

Maddilyn Welch

Trista Wyant

Sophie WorkmanRobert WoolseyTodd WickendenArianna WalkerMariah Wagoner

Wyatt VillaEvelyn VerdinMoses Vasquez VegaPaola Ayala VazquezJorge Cabrera VazqueBrett Vanderkelen

Elijah TudorLillian TranzanoBenjamin ToftnerIzac TippitJae-Lah ThayerTaqorrie-Lee Tabura

Mikael Smith-StifleHaley StevensonHailee SteenbergenSarah SteeleNoah Spencer

Andrew Anderson
Brandy Black
Nina Bruchon
Eli Chambless

Richard Chaplin
Jonathan Chavez

Raymond Compion
Samuel Daily

Laila Davis
Daniel DeCol

Maribel Delgado
Cameron Dockery

Bryce Dunagan-Stephens
Harley Eattock

Daimen Edwards
Akiles England

Josue Flores
Ian Frias

Andrea Gonzalez Ortiz

Sierra Goodsell
Isaiah Graden
Sydney Green
Brianna Grilli
Jervie Guanio
Alyssa Guillot

Samantha Hardisty
Nathan Hendry

Jess Infante-Bernal
Waylon Jackson

Ryker Kempf
Gloria Kinler
Jeshua Lamm

Leyton Lee
Coby Lingenfelter

Brodie Logston
Hung Loi

Alejandra Lopez
Tatiana MacGillivray

Sarai Marquez
Damien Medina

Halei Moore
Oscar Morales Pano

Faith Moreno
Ian Murphy

Ay’eo New Moon
Landon Olson
Rylie Pearson

Steffanie Perez Berganza
Tyler Petzoldt
William Phifer

Alexix Plancarte
Delaka Polacca

Terese Reed
Mark Rico

Caiden Ries
Leon Rios

Kindred Robinson

Leo Rodriguez
Precious Rodriguez

Luis Salazar
Lucah Sanders
Paul Schaeffer
Aiden Shelton

Skye Smith
Sophia Soto

Kendra Stanley
Olivia Stetson

Rylee Svenningsen
Wesley Thoma

Taylor Tollestrup
Moises Torres-Torres

Cyrus Trujillo
David Vezolles
Skyler White
Joshua Wilde

Additional 2026 Graduates


