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City Council votes to censure Lau

Mayor Neal McIntyre and City Councilmen Albert Torres (left) and Stan Lau (right) 
stand by as the outcome of the vote on a motion to censure Lau is displayed during the 

Sept. 17 council meeting. Photo by Robert Perea

Continued on page 5  - STAR RATINGS....

By Robert Perea

The Fernley City Council voted Sept. 
17 to censure Councilman Stan Lau 
and remove him from his committee 
assignments representing the city.

The action came after conten-
tious debate among the council about 
Lau’s conduct in two separate budget 
meetings last April and May and his 
arrest on Aug. 18, as well as whether 
the council should even be discussing 
those matters while investigations are 
still pending.

Ultimately, the council voted 3-1-1 
to censure, with Lau abstaining and 
Councilman Ryan Hanan opposed. 
Deputy City Attorney Brandi Jensen 
defined a censure as the equivalent of 
a public, verbal or a written reprimand 
that is a public record from that point 
forward. 

The item was requested by Coun-
cilman Joe Mendoza, who opened the 
discussion by reading a statement 
apologizing to the community for the 
lack of a response by the city and its 
leadership regarding the recent arrest 
and outbursts during council meetings 
by Lau. Mendoza said he requested in 
an email to the city attorney for guid-
ance on how the city could address the 
matter and said he considered what he 
received to be a hastily prepared and 
incomplete legal brief.

“To date, no further response has 
been provided to my inquiry, and our 
mayor has also failed to address this 
issue publicly,” Mendoza said. “In my 

CALL 775-575-2400 WE’D LOVE TO INTRODUCE YOU!

COLDWELL BANKER
SELECT REAL ESTATE

BS.146720

It's the season to FALL in love
and we're here to help! 

Fernley
Fallon

Lovelock Yerington 
Silver Springs
Stagecoach

Reno/Sparks$349,900  |  1,280 sq. ft.  |  3 bedroom, 2 bath

opinion, the outbursts and the serious 
allegations concerning Councilman 
Lau are wholly unacceptable for any-
one entrusted with public office.”

Mendoza then asked Lau if he was 
willing to take responsibility for his 
actions and resign from his position, to 
which Lau said no.

Mendoza said the Lau’s actions do 
not represent or reflect the standards 
or values of the community. 

“Our community deserves leaders 
who act with integrity today and not 
excuses about yesterday,” he said. 

Mendoza referenced the lessons he 
learned from his own arrest when he 
was 19 years old. “Speaking as someone 
who has made mistakes in the past, I 
understand the importance of account-
ability, growth and change,” he said. “I 
can only hope Councilman Lau recog-
nizes his own need to take responsibili-
ty and seek the help he needs.”

Hanan had requested an item to 
discuss Mendoza’s character, alleged 
misconduct and professional compe-
tence. He said he requested the item on 
the agenda and reached out to Men-
doza offering to pull the item from the 
agenda if Mendoza would be willing to 
have a conversation about Mendoza’s 
agenda item about Lau.

When Hanan began speaking about 
that item, Mendoza asked that the 
discussion about him be held under the 
other agenda item. When McIntyre 
asked for clarification, Jensen said it 
was up to the mayor whether the two 
items would be discussed separately 

or together. McIntyre said he would 
prefer to keep them separate.

Hanan made an impassioned plea 
for the council to wait on taking any 
action against Lau until his court case 
and the investigations into his conduct 
during those April and May meetings 
were completed.

“Councilman Lau has the right to 
due process,” Hanan said. “Due process 
is that we don’t take action arbitrarily 
because we heard rumors. Our Consti-
tution and the laws of the land and due 

process dictate that you’re innocent 
until you are proven guilty. I’ve asked 
some of the folks up here to wait and 
let that process transpire.”

Hanan then said Lau’s arrest should 
not be part of the discussion since 
there has been no evidence presented.

Councilman Albert Torres said his 
understanding was that because due 
process has not been completed on 
Lau’s battery charge, the agenda item 

Lyon County schools show gains in state star ratings
By Rachel Dahl

Sixteen of the 20 schools in the Lyon 
County School District (LCSD) main-
tained or im-proved their standing 
in Nevada’s latest school star ratings, 
with several campuses posting dou-
ble-digit growth and one school exiting 
federal improvement status.

The Nevada Department of Educa-
tion (NDE) released its 2024–25 Ne-
vada School Performance Framework 
(NSPF) results on Sept. 15. The system 
rates schools on a one- to five-star 
scale, based on academic achievement, 
student growth, attendance, and grad-
uation rates.

In Fernley, Fernley Elementary 
School improved from one star to two 
stars, while Fernley Intermediate 
dropped from two stars to one. Silver-
land Middle School held at one star, 
and Fernley High School dropped from 

three stars to two.
Elsewhere in Lyon County, River-

view Elementary, Cottonwood Ele-
mentary, Silver Stage Elementary, and 
Yerington Elementary all made gains, 
each climbing a star level compared to 
last year. Dayton Intermediate School 
marked a milestone by exiting Addi-
tional Targeted Support and Improve-
ment (ATSI) status after three years of 
focused work.

LCSD consists of 18 schools, but 
although Smith Valley is a K-12 school, 
it is graded separately for elementary, 
middle and high school.

“We are proud of the progress 
we’ve made, but even more excited 
about where we are going,” said LCSD 
Superintendent Tim Logan. “These 
results reflect the hard work and resil-
ience of our students and staff, and we 
are committed to providing every child 
with the tools and opportunities they 

need to thrive.”
According to the district, the 

improvements come after concen-
trated efforts in professional learning 
communities, literacy training, and 
data-driven curriculum planning 
across K-8 schools. At the high school 
level, the district is focusing on boost-
ing performance on MAP and ACT 
assessments, increasing graduation 
rates, and expanding career readiness 
through programs such as WorkKeys.

Under the NSPF, schools earn 
points across multiple categories: 
proficiency and growth on English 
Language Arts and math assessments, 
science scores, graduation rates, 
chronic absenteeism, and school 
climate measures. Those points are 
combined into an index score of 1–100, 
which translates into a star rating. 
Schools with insufficient data or fewer 
than 10 students in a tested group may 

be marked “Not Rated.”
The system is designed to provide 

families, educators, and communities 
with a clear picture of how schools are 
performing. Improved ratings reflect 
gains in classroom learning, especially 
in statewide assessments.

For the third year in a row, Ne-
vada students at every grade level 
improved in mathematics proficiency, 
according to NDE. All grade levels also 
improved in English Language Arts, 
with achievement gains across every 
student subgroup.

“We always have more work 
to do, but the widespread gains in 
achievement seen this year are rare 
and a clear indicator of progress,” said 
Interim State Superintendent Dr. Steve 
Ca-navero.

Statewide, the share of five-star 

Continued on page 6  - CENSURE....
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The Inside Veer

The sound of silence
I’ve always believed that the age old 
saying “Silence speaks louder than 
words” doesn’t quite get it right. It 
comes right to the cusp of what we 
mean when we say it, but it doesn’t 
quite get there.

It’s like a song that’s missing its final 
note.

Sometimes silence is a hollow form 
of avoidance, but sometimes it’s just 
a hum of restraint. But no matter the 
intent, what silence does is leave room 
for other noise to rush in and define 
the space.

That is what the silence by city of 
Fernley officials did in the wake of 
City Councilman Stan Lau’s arrest last 
month and two previous incidents 
when he yelled at other councilmem-
bers during budget hearings in April 
and May.

The public reaction to the first two 
incidents was only akin to a murmur 
from an audience, that murmur be-
came a clamor after Lau was arrested 
on Aug. 18. Then the City’s continued 
silence acted less like a shield and more 
like an amplifier. The lack of a response 
from the city didn’t dampen the noise, 
it gave it room to echo.

It’s entirely possible that a state-
ment by the city would have done 
nothing to lessen the noise, but it might 
have at least changed the narrative.

There’s a reason that when govern-
ment jurisdictions or major corpora-
tions issue a statement after an arrest 
or a controversial act by an elected 

official or high-ranking official, they 
usually say nothing more than that 
they are aware of the incident and will 
await the outcome before taking any 
action.

Those statements may say nothing, 
but they say it strategically. Of course, 
the public often sees through the 
vagueness. But the point isn’t to satisfy 
curiosity or bloodlust, it’s to maintain 
the appearance of procedural fairness. 
Especially in today’s society, silence 
does just the opposite.

And that’s the paradox at the heart 
of modern public communication. 
Silence doesn’t sooth, it agitates. It 
doesn’t preserve trust, it erodes it. 
When local leaders choose not to 
speak, they don’t just leave questions 
unanswered, they leave narratives 
unchallenged.

In that vacuum, speculation runs 
rampant, frustration becomes fury and 
the public’s appetite for accountability 
grows louder. And when the stakes 
involve elected officials and public 
trust, silence can speak volumes in all 
the wrong ways.

That’s why the old saying “Silence 
speaks louder than words” still falls 
short. Because silence doesn’t speak 
louder, it allows other voices to speak 
for you. 

Robert Perea has covered news and 
sports in Northern Nevada since 1993. 

He has published The Fernley Reporter 
online since 2016, loves music, is a sucker 
for the pets who have adopted him, and is 

thrilled to be printing the Reporter.
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F E AT U R E S
Mobile infantry battalion coming to Nevada 

Transition means 300 more positions for state
By Capt. Emerson Marcus

The infantry is coming to Nevada. 
The Nevada Army National Guard 

has been selected as the U.S. Army’s 
next mobile infantry battalion, Brig. 
Gen. Randy Lau, Nevada Army Nation-
al Guard land component commander, 
announced today.

“This selection reflects our organi-
zation’s proven excellence in man-
ning, versatility and combat readiness 
— significantly expanding our capabil-
ities and reinforcing our strategic role 
in national defense,” Lau said.

Under the Army Transformation 
Initiative, the Department of Defense 
seeks to reduce its Armored Brigade 
Combat Teams (ABCT) to 13 in total; 
from five to two in the National Guard. 
Among the brigades in the transition 
are the 116th Cavalry Brigade Combat 
Team in Idaho with its downtrace 
units in Montana, Oregon, and Nevada. 
The 1st Squadron, 221st Cavalry, of Las 
Vegas, represents Nevada’s soldiers in 
the brigade.

“This means we are looking at gain-

ing a battalion along with one combat 
logistics company,” said Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 David Bouse, Nevada Army 
National Guard force integration and 
readiness officer (FIRO). “It keeps 
Nevada relevant and in the forefront of 
largescale combat operations (LSCO), 
specifically for operations in the U.S. 
Indo-Pacific area of responsibility.”

To do this, Nevada’s armored caval-
ry squadron will replace its tanks with 
infantry squad vehicles or ISVs and 
various other equipment for mobile 
infantry use. These agile vehicles are 
transportable by CH-47 Chinook de-
signed to enhance mobility in infantry 
units. The nine-passenger ISV is based 
on the Chevrolet Colorado ZR2 plat-
form under a GM contract.

The transition could expand the Ne-
vada Army National Guard with an ad-
ditional 300 manning positions, Bouse 
said. This will likely not change the 
unit’s structure given the decision was 
largely made to include the recruiting 
pool available in Las Vegas with head-

Brig. Gen. Randy Lau, right front, Nevada land component commander, and  
Brig. Gen. James Packwood, left front, Idaho assistant adjutant general, Army, shake 

hands at the Office of the Adjutant General complex in Carson City with other  
members of Nevada and Idaho Army Guard leadership during a planning meeting on 

Aug. 27. National Guard Photo

Fernley Utility Director Seong Kim and City Councilman Albert Torres discuss the city’s 
sewer system during a recent visit by representatives of the U.S. Economic  

Development Administration. Photo Courtesy of City of Fernley

Continued on page 4  -  INFANTRY....

By Robert Perea

Faced with the need for tens of mil-
lions of dollars of upgrades to its 
wastewater and water treatment 
plants to accommodate future growth, 
the city of Fernley recently hosted 
representatives of the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration for a 
tour of the facilities.

The visit was organized by the 
Western Nevada Development Dis-
trict, which presented the results of an 
analysis of the city’s sewer treatment 
facilities at the Aug. 20 City Council 
meeting.

At that meeting, WNDD Executive 

Director Christine Brandon outlined 
the upgrades and improvements need-
ed to meet Nevada Division of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NDEP) require-
ments to reduce nitrogen levels.

The city’s wastewater treatment 
plan treats about 1.5 million gallons of 
sewage a day and is capable of treating 
3 million gallons a day, although Bran-
don said it can’t manage that much 
because of sand and nitrate issues. 

The upgrades and improvements 
needed, which are planned in two 
phases, would support a city popula-
tion of about 65,000 residents when 

U.S. Economic Development Administration tour city  
water, sewer facilities in need of upgrades

Continued on page 4  -  WATER....

Must be over 21 to attend.
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Gift of Grace hosting  
Fall Yard Sale  

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

F E R N L E Y  S E N I O R  C E N T E R  M E N U
105 LOIS LANE, FERNLEY, NEVADA  |  775-575-3370

Lunch Served Monday - Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  |  Prices: 60+ $2 donation, for those under 60 $7 fee.

Monday, Sept. 29
Chicken Fried Steak

Mashed Potatoes
Country Gravy
9 Grain Bread

Peas
Applesauce

Tuesday, Sept. 30
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Steamed Brown Rice

Peas & Carrots
Fresh Chopped

Spinach

Wednesday, Oct. 1
Minestrone Soup

Tuna Salad
WW Pita Bread

Thursday, Oct. 2
Parmesan Garlic Fish

Corn
Biscuit
Butter

Four Bean Salad
Peaches

Friday, Oct. 3

— Senior Center Closed —
Staff Training

Staff Report

Gift of Grace Lutheran Church will be hosting its Fall Yard Sale and Bake Sale 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 4 at 190 S. West Street.

Some of the items for sale are children’s clothing, toys (My Little Pony, Barbie 
and more), books, small household appliances, dishes, puzzles and games, house-
wares, bedding, towels and linens, furniture and much more.

Vitalant will also be on site with their donation van conducting a blood drive.

Staff Report

The Boys & Girls Club of Truckee 
Meadows Serving Fernley will honor 
its members of the year at its Annual 
Awards Banquet on Thursday, Oct. 
2 at the Community Response and 
Resource Center. The Club will also 
honor a community leader with its Dis-
tinguished Service Award and present 
its Volunteer of the Year Award.

The highlight of the banquet is the 

Boys & Girls Club to honor 
members of the year at 
awards banquet Oct. 2

presentations of the Youth of the Year 
Award. The Youth of the Year award 
is the Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 
signature effort to foster a new gener-
ation of leaders, fully prepared to live 
and lead in a diverse, global and inte-
grated world economy. It is the highest 
honor a Boys & Girls Club youth can 
achieve.

The event begins with cocktails 
at 5 p.m. followed by dinner and the 
awards presentations at 6 p.m.

City looking for sponsors  
and volunteers 

for Spooktacular
Staff Report

With Halloween season fast approach-
ing, the City of Fernley is looking for 
sponsors and volunteers for its annual 
Safe Trick or Treating Spooktacular.

This year’s Spooktacular is sched-
uled for Friday, Oct. 31 from 4-7 p.m. at 
City Hall.

Businesses, organizations and 
individuals can participate through 
monetary donations to purchase candy 
and small novelties to be passed out to 
children, donations of Halloween can-
dy or novelties, volunteering to pass 

out candy to trick-or-treaters during 
the event or decorating City Hall or 
help decorate the hallway haunted 
house.

Names and business logos for 
sponsors and volunteers will be placed 
on all advertising material and ban-
ners that publicize Spooktacular, and 
volunteers can include advertisements 
for their businesses on their table to 
hand out candy.

For more information or to sign up, 
contact Jessica Murdock with the city 
manager’s office at (775) 784-9850 or 
email jmurdock@cityoffernley.org.

Continued from page 3 - INFANTRY....

quarters at the Clark County Armory in 
North Las Vegas. It also provides more 
opportunities for training, which were 
restricted with armored cavalry.

The Nevada Army Guard will be 
given two years to stand up for the new 
mission and reclassify many soldiers for 
infantry operations.

During a meeting with Idaho 
Army National Guard leadership on 
Aug. 27, including Brig. Gen. James 
Packwood, Idaho’s assistant adjutant 
general, Army, both Idaho and Nevada 
mentioned the importance of keeping 
traditions and heraldry with the unit, 
including the “Wild Horse” call sign and 
designation as a cavalry brigade. The 
goal is to keep those traditions as both 

states continue working toward the 
development of this two-state partner-
ship, senior officers from both states 
said. 

Lt. Gen. Jonathan Stubbs, director, 
Army National Guard, emphasized the 
importance of LSCOs in his “Minute-
man Campaign Plan.”

“We must immediately and decisive-
ly train towards that threat,” Stubbs ex-
plained in his plan. He described LSCO 
an “extensive joint combat operations 
in terms of scope and size of forces com-
mitted, conducted as a campaign aimed 
at achieving operational and strategic 
objectives.”

During his speech in Reno at 
the 54th General Conference of the 
Enlisted Association National Guard 
of the United States, Command Sgt. 

Maj. Christopher Prosser, 1st Army 
command sergeant major, echoed that 
sentiment when he said, “this is not 
about the equipment, it’s not about the 
platform; it’s about the concept and 
structure.”

“I want to extend my deepest ap-
preciation to the troopers of the 1-221 
Cavalry and our dedicated state staff,” 
Lau said. “Your tireless coordination, 
planning, and execution made this 
possible. This is a major milestone — not 
just for the unit, but for the entire Neva-
da Army National Guard.”

Capt. Emerson Marcus is the public affairs 
officer for the Nevada National Guard.

Staff Report

The Lyon County School District will 
host best-selling author Mark Perna 
for a presentation intended to guide 
students in their education and career 
journey.

The presentation is scheduled 
at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 23 at Fernley High 
School. All parents and community 
members are invited to attend the free 
event.

Perna is an acclaimed speaker, 
author and CEO. He is the founder of 
Education with Purpose and Employ-
ment with Passion, to connect the pipe-
lines between education, employment 
and economic development. His book, 

“Answering Why: Unleashing Passion, 
Purpose, and Performance in Younger 
Generations” is a bestseller that has 
won eight national awards, including 
the Nautilus Book Award.

He is also a weekly contributor 
at Forbes.com, where he has written 
more than 300 articles, and is a fre-
quent podcast, radio and TV guest.

In his presentation in Fernley, Perna 
will speak on how to spark meaningful 
conversations about your child’s life 
and career goals; help the build a per-
sonal competitive advantage that sets 
them up for success and inspire the 
next generation to think constructive-
ly about their future and take action 
with purpose.

Bestselling author 
to speak on career 
pathways at FHS

completed, but would cost between 
$22,7 million and $38.3 million.

In addition, upgrades to the wa-
ter treatment plant to accommodate 
future growth and the introduction of 
surface water from the Truckee Canal 
are estimated to be about $27 million.

At that Aug. 20 meeting, Brandon 
said her organization would look to 
the Economic Development Admin-
istration to help with funding for the 
wastewater treatment plant upgrades. 
She said federal assistance may be 
available through the Environmental 
Protection Agency because it’s the 
EPA’s regulations and mandates that 
require compliance with federal drink-
ing water standards.

Continued from page 3 - WATER....
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C O M M U N I T Y

Summit Church
Silverland Middle School

Grace Baptist Church
460 W. Main Street, Suite 108
gbcfernley.org

Fernley First Baptist Church
485 E. Main Street

Gift of Grace Lutheran Church
290 N. West Street

Living Faith Church
110 Center Street

Crosswinds Assembly of God
3015 Farm District Road

Calvary Chapel
875 Fremont Street

Joy! Alliance Fellowship
www.facebook.com/JOYchurchFernley

St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church
625 Desert Shadows Lane

Fernley Free Methodist Church
100 N. West Street

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
155 Hwy 95A South

Living Stones Church
868 Cottonwood Lane

Fernley Church Directory

Xavier Phillips and Sophie Workman  were voted this year’s Fernley High School 
Homecoming Queen and King. In addition to their Homecoming activities throughout 

the week, students and staff raised $1,500 for the Fern 45. Photos by Leanne Cruz, Cruz 
Down Memory Lane Photography, LLC

Homecoming  
King and Queen 2025

schools jumped to 17 percent, up 
from 11.2 percent last year. Four-star 
schools rose to 13.5 percent. At the oth-
er end of the spectrum, the number of 
one-star schools dropped sharply, from 
27.1 percent in 2023–24 to 16.3 percent 
this year.

The Clark County School District 
gained 20 additional five-star cam-
puses, while Washoe County added 
seven. The State Public Charter School 
Authority saw its number of five-star 
schools increase by 21.

Canavero credited “the hard work 
and dedication of our educators, 
administrators, staff, students, and 
families,” along with historic state in-
vestments in education and initiatives 
such as early literacy programs.

Due to a cybersecurity incident 
affecting state systems, NDE has not 
yet released the full set of test score 
reports on the Nevada Report Card 
website but expects to publish them 
later this year.

Continued from front - STAR RATINGS......
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COLDWELL BANKER
SELECT REAL ESTATE

Doing Real Estate Right Since 1906

Locally Serving all 
of Northern Nevada.

330 E. MAIN ST, SUITE A, FERNLEY NV 89408

775-575-2400

Best for Real Estate Sales.
Best for Property Management.

Best for Business Brokerage and Consulting.

YOUR 1ST OPTION IS YOUR BEST OPTION!
40 N. Center St., Fernley, Nevada, 89408  

1stoptionrealty.net  |  775-835-4515

Restaurant & Casino
breakfast & lunch 

255 Main Street, Fernley  |  775-575-2573

FFiirrmm  ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ccaann  mmoovvee  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  eeaarrtthh,,  
bbuutt  iitt''ss  eeaassiieerr  wwiitthh  oouurr  eeqquuiippmmeenntt……    GGiivvee  uuss  aa  

ccaallll  ffoorr  aallll  ooff  yyoouurr  ssiittee  wwoorrkk  nneeeeddss..  

((777755))  557755--22552222  

M O N D A Y S  @  N O O N  
A L L  P O I N T S  G R I L L  
7 9 0  E A S T  M A I N  S T

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Dan Glass, Agent
       
79 7th Street
Fernley, NV 89408
Bus: 775-575-6800
dan@protectnevada.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Advertise your business here.
For more information email: advertising@FallonMediaLLC.com

New business licenses
The Fernley City Council approved the following new business licenses  

at its Sept. 17 meeting: 

Sater Electric, LLC, Sparks, Electrical/Solar contractor

CFT NV Developments, LLC, Fernley Commercial  
property rentals

Teklus Construction LLC, Reno, General contractor

Kinfolk LLC, Fernley, Cleaning services 

Sierra Summit Solutions LLC, Fernley,  
Construction consulting services

Bruno’s Plumbing LLC, Dayton, Plumbing contractor

American Steel Company, LLC, Sparks, Steel structure contractor

Ted Bellard, Fernley, Commercial property rentals

L & D Pilot Service LLC, Fernley, Oversize load escort services

Aqua Guard LLC , Fernley, Pool services

Higher Frequency Healing LLC, Fernley,  
Breathwork/crystals/Reiki

JDSLE Inc. Benjamin Waxma, Miami FL,  
Software company

United Rentals (North America), Inc., Stamford CT,  
Equipment Rentals

Del Barrio Sabores Mexicanos, Fernley, Mobile food vendor

Luther Towing - Las Vegas, LLC, Reno, Towing services

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC AT&T Mobility, Fernley,  
Telecommunication sales

Innovative Communications Systems, Reno, Electrical contractor

Sierra Coast Roofing & Siding LLC, Reno, Roofing contractor

was based on Lau’s violent outbursts 
during the April and May budget 
hearings.

“Both of those events happened 
during a public council meeting with 
all the departments here as witnesses,” 
Torres said, adding that there was au-
dio and video recordings of the inci-
dents. “However, with those recordings 
being part of public record, I believe 
that we can make a decision on those 
two items and totally not involved any-
thing happening with the councilman 
and the gentleman from the public.”

Rebecca Bruch, the attorney from 
Nevada Public Agency Insurance Pool 
and the Public Agency Compensation 
Trust (POOL/PACT), initially said the 
investigations into complaints about 
Lau’s outbursts in the April and May 
meetings were not complete and 
should not be discussed. When she 
later questioned whether Lau had been 
properly noticed about a discussion 
about that, Jensen read the notice, 
including the list of topics that were 
provided to Lau which specifically 
mentioned the City Council budget 
meeting on April 3, 2025.

“Okay, so there is at least a mention 
there that this discussion also could 
include the conduct at those meetings,” 
Bruch said.

Hanan then continued his pleas 
to the council to hold off on taking 
any action until a future meeting and 
disagreed with Torres’ description of 
those outbursts as violent.

“I’m not defending his actions, I’m 
defending his rights,” Hanan said. “I 
would be cautioned to use the word 
violent when you yell out something.”

“You would caution me that telling 
me to go outside and go to the parking 
lot is not violent? What would that be 
called?” Torres asked. “That is, by defi-
nition, a violent act towards another 
person in the performance of their 
duty as a public official.”

Torres said the city has a statutory 
duty to protect its employees, which 
includes council and its citizens, from 
violent acts in the workplace.

“And they have not done that,” he 
said.

Councilwoman Felicity Zoberski 
said the city not issuing a statement 
about Lau’s actions made it seem like 
they were being swept under the rug.

“I just feel like a lot of this, and 
especially this battle, could have been 
avoided with a statement from our 
mayor that said we’re aware that this 
has happened,” she said. “Not saying 
anything says a lot.”

McIntyre responded that he didn’t 
make a statement because of the inves-
tigations.

Bruch reiterated that those investi-
gations have not been completed, and 
no conclusions have been reached. 

“Those investigations were put in 
place based on allegations that were 
reported to your insurance company 
by members, and I stepped into help 
respond properly,” she said.

Hanan argued that not making a 
statement at the time the incidents 
happened was one reason the item was 
contentious now.

“When somebody up here does 
something that is nonprofessional or 
inappropriate, it is incumbent upon 
the city to address that at that time, not 
store three or four things,” he said.

After all the councilmember’s com-
ments, Mendoza asked Lau for a sec-
ond time to resign voluntarily before 
he made a motion. When Lau declined 
again, Mendoza read a resolution 
censuring Lau for conduct unbecom-
ing of a Councilmember; removing 
him from all committee assignments; 
and directing him to refrain from any 
behavior that misrepresents, discredits 
or otherwise harms the City of Fern-
ley, its residents or the integrity of the 
council. 

Following the vote, Mendoza asked 
whether Hanan also should have re-
cused himself from voting, or whether 
there is a conflict of interest or ethical 
violation because he posted bail in the 
amount of $2,240 on behalf of Lau.

Bruch said that would be a determi-
nation made by the state Ethics Com-
mission if a complaint was brought 
against Hanan.

Continued from front - CENSURE......
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R E G I O N A L  N E W S
Lyon County deputies thwart possible ambush in Smith Valley 

By Robert Perea

Lyon County Sheriff ’s deputies re-
sponding to a report of a broken down 
vehicle in the Desert Creek area of 
Smith Valley ended up thwarting what 
might have been an ambush attempt.

Sheriff Brad Pope said during the 

Lyon County School Board Trustee Brid-
get Peterson resigned effective  

Sept. 1. Photo courtesy of Lyon County 

By Robert Perea

The Lyon County School District Board 
of Trustees were scheduled to begin 
the process on Tuesday to fill a vacancy 
on the board following the resignation 
to District 6 Trustee Bridget Peterson.

Peterson resigned from the board 
effective Sept. 1. She did not respond 
to requests seeking comment and the 
district’s communication’s director 
said the district was unable to provide 
Peterson’s resignation letter.  The 
Board memo for the Sept. 23 meeting 
said Peterson provided a resignation 
notice effective Sept. 1, but there was 
not a copy of that notice included in 
the agenda packet.

Peterson has served on the board 
for 11 years. She was appointed to the 
board in March of 2014 after the resig-
nation of Theo McCormick, then she 
was re-elected in 2014, 2018 and 2022.

School board policies and Nevada 

Revised Statutes allow the remaining 
trustees to appoint another person 
who lives in District 6 to fill the vacan-
cy until the next election.

Peterson resigns from  
school board

Sept. 21 Lyon County Commission 
meeting that on Sept. 20, deputies 
responded to a report of a broken 
down vehicle near Sweetwater Summit 
that had a sign saying, “Please call the 
police.”

When the deputies got out of their 
vehicles, a man emerged from the tree 

line with his hands up.
Mono County, Calif. deputies re-

sponded to help with the call. Pope said 
the deputies searching the area found 
what appeared to be what he called a 
“shooter’s hide” approximately 80 yards 
or less from the highway. They also 
found a loaded shotgun and additional 

Commissioners vote to  
name Dayton government 

complex after Charlie Kirk
By Robert Perea

For several months, the Lyon County 
Commission has been seeking recom-
mendations for a name for the new 
Dayton Government Complex. At their 
Sept. 18 meeting, the Commission 
voted to name the building for Charlie 
Kirk.

The building will be the future site 
of the Dayton Justice Court, District 
Attorney’s Dayton Office, Human 
Services Dayton Office, and Sheriff ’s 
Office Dayton Substation. The building 
permit application for the facility has 
been submitted to the Community 
Development Department as well as 
Central Lyon County Fire Protection 
District. 

A date for the groundbreaking 
of the facility has not yet been an-
nounced. On July 3, the commission 
approved a contract with Core Con-
struction to serve as the construction 
manager-at risk for the project.

At the direction of the County Com-
mission earlier this summer, County 
Manager Andrew Haskin sent an item 
to the Dayton, Silver City and Mound 
House Community Advisory Boards 
seeking recommendations for a name 
for the building.

Haskin said the Mound House CAB 
recommended something general like 
the Central Lyon County Government 
Complex. He said the Silver City CAB 
did not send a letter, but the consensus 
among those who attended the meet-
ing was also in favor of a general name 
reflecting Central Lyon County.

The Dayton CAB submitted a letter 
of recommending it be named the 
“Walmsley Government Complex,” in 
honor of a prominent Dayton family. 

Ray and May Walmsley were among 
the founders of the Dayton Museum 
and May Walmsley was from a pioneer 
Dayton family.

“My recommendation would be to 
go with Lyon County Dayton Gov-
ernment Complex,” Haskin said. “It 
describes what it is, it makes the focus 
on Lyon County and if the board choos-
es at a later date to assign a different 
name, then that leaves the door open.”

Commissioner Tammy Hendrix 
said in light of recent events, she would 
like to move to name it the “Charles J. 
Kirk Government Complex.” Chairman 
Scott Keller seconded the motion to 
allow for further comment.

Haskin read the guidelines in Lyon 
County Resolution 22-02 that de-
scribes the county policy to name facil-
ities, parks, cemeteries open space and 
drainages based on neighborhood or 
geographical identification; a natural 
or geological feature; historical or cul-
tural significance; a historical figure or 
individual (living or deceased) who has 
made significant land, monetary or civ-
ic contribution to the facilities, parks, 
cemeteries, open pace and drainages; 
gave their life while serving the United 
States of America in military service; 
gave their life while serving Lyon 
County as an employee or volunteer; or 
as required by purchase agreement or 
grant agreement. 

Charlie Kirk was an American 
right-wing political activist, entrepre-
neur, and media personality who was 
a prominent voice in contemporary 
conservatism. He was shot to death 
while speaking at Utah Valley Univer-
sity on Sept. 10.

“If board chooses to move in that 
direction, I think we would proba-

ammunition and other items on the 
ground, leading the deputies to suspect 
the call was a possible ambush attempt.

Pope said the man was placed under 
arrest and taken to a mental health 
facility.

“It was something that could have 
went really wrong,” Pope said.

bly need to change that policy first,” 
Haskin said.

Keller disagreed that the name 
would require a policy change.

“I think I can make a reasonable 
judgment that there is an impact from 
him in Lyon County, so I don’t think 
we’d have to change anything on that,” 
he said.

Keller then opened the discussion 
for public comment. Six speakers 
spoke in favor of naming the building 

for Charlie Kirk, one proposed either 
the name Sutro, saying the building 
will be built near the Sutro Tunnel, or 
the Lyon County Government Com-
plex. One speaker suggested naming it 
after former Lyon County Sheriff Sid 
Smith.

Keller then called for the vote on 
Hendrix’s motion, which was approved 
5-0.
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L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T

By Kerry Lyman

The Fernley City Council will hold a 
public hearing next Wednesday to 
consider allowing Fernley restau-
rants with a liquor license to perform 
home delivery or take out of alcoholic 
beverages.

The proposed ordinance, which 
was received favorably by the council 
at the ordinance’s first reading last 
Wednesday, was prompted by the 
recent passage of Assembly Bill 375, 
which allows cities to authorize the 
sale of sealed alcoholic beverages for 
off-premise consumption.

To take advantage of the proposed 
“cocktails to go” legislation, a Fernley 
business would need to hold a current 

Council proposes ordinance to allow delivery  
of alcoholic beverages

full bar liquor license or a beer and 
wine license.  The city of Fernley cur-
rently has 22 food establishments that 
would qualify for this new provision, 
and it would provide a new revenue 
stream for those establishments, 
according to City Clerk Kim Swanson.

Restrictions on the sale of alcohol-
ic beverages “to go” require the drink  
be placed in a container with a secure 
cap that provides a visible seal that if 
the the drink has been opened or tam-
pered with, and, if the container has 
an opening for a straw or anything 
else, it also must be have a tamper 
resistant seal.

In addition, seals must be applied 
using materials like tape or glue.  To-
go cocktails are strictly intended for 

By Kerry Lyman

Having received no opposition, the 
Fernley City Council voted unani-
mously at the Sept. 17 meeting to adopt 
proposed changes to the municipal 
code that clarify current regulations 
for home occupations in residential 
zones.

Existing home occupations with 
a city business license will not be re-
quired to comply with the new regula-
tions. The new rules will only apply to 
new home occupations seeking a new 
business license, said Fernley Senior 
Planner Alisa Johansson.

While a city business license has 
always been required for home occu-
pations, new application requirements 
have now been imposed.

Those new license requirements 
require the applicant to provide “a 
clear description of the proposed home 
occupation, including the days and 
hours of operation, a description of 
the services offered or goods sold or 
manufactured, whether the business 
is in-home or mobile, and, if requested, 
a utility plan, waste disposal plan or 
other supporting information as may 
be determined by the administrator.”  

New limits on floor space in the 
code require home occupations to 
occupy no more than 25 percent of the 
floor area on the site, or 300 square 
feet, whichever is less. The new floor 
area limit also allows home occupa-
tions to be conducted in an accessory 
building as long as the total floor area 
limit is not exceeded.

No employees will be allowed 
except occupants of the home and no 
more than one vehicle and trailer as-
sociated with the home occupation are 
allowed on site, with the trailer not to 
exceed 25 feet in length. Such vehicles 
may not be parked on the street and no 
vehicle with a gross unladen weight of 
more than 10,000 pounds is allowed.

City Council adopts  
stricter rules for  

home-based businesses
In addition, truck tractors will be 

required to be parked off-site in a loca-
tion approved for freight or trucking 
uses, according to the new regulations.

Additional text to protect nearby 
residences has been added, noting  
that the previously allowed limit of up 
to five client visits and service deliver-
ies to a home business a day “shall not 
result in adverse impacts to neigh-
boring properties, including, but not 
limited to, blocked access or excessive 
noise.”

Exempted from the new home 
occupation rules are telecommuting, 
which is restricted to only the home’s 
residents, and educational activities 
including, but not limited to, music 
lessons, academic tutoring or religious 
instruction, provided no more than 
two students are present at one time.

Responding to a question from 
Councilwoman Felicity Zoberski, Jo-
hansson said in-home childcare would 
be allowed under the new regulations, 
and that new regulations for in-home 
childcare are now being drafted by city 
staff.

The new home occupation reg-
ulations also prohibit some home 
businesses, such as adult businesses; 
animal services (except dog grooming, 
mobile grooming or other off-site ser-
vices); auto and truck repair (except for 
mobile repair services); any medical 
service uses that require client visits 
to the home; cosmetology services; 
and massage services (except call-out 
services).

Changes to the home occupation re-
quirements were necessary “to ensure 
that the home occupation accessory 
use remains subordinate and inciden-
tal to the primary residential use” and 
“to enhance the compatibility of home 
occupations with their residential sur-
roundings, reduce conflicts, streamline 
enforcement and simplify licensing,” 
according to a staff report on the item.

By Kerry Lyman

Commercial development in Fern-
ley will face more specific screening 
requirements for mechanical and 
electrical equipment, as well as new 
trash enclosure requirements, due to 
changes to the city’s development code 
adopted unanimously by the city coun-
cil after a public hearing at its Sept. 17 
meeting.

Former screening requirements 
for transformers, electrical and gas 
meters, air conditioning units and sim-
ilar equipment indicated such items 
“shall be screened or located out of 
view from public roads, driveways and 
common public areas such as exterior 
entrances.”

In the new requirements, all the 
“out of view” text has been removed 
and now requires such ground-mount-
ed equipment to be screened or 
“incorporated into the structure of the 
building,” with any screening required 
to be at least “one foot taller than the 
height of the electrical and mechanical 
equipment.”

New text also requires that any 
screening “shall meet manufacturer 
specifications to allow for proper air 
flow,” and slotted chain link fencing 
would only be allowed for screening in 
industrial zones. “Duct work” has also 
been added as an item that needs to be 
screened.

Old rooftop-mounted screening re-
quirements indicated such equipment 
should be screened by a parapet com-
patible with the building’s architec-
ture. New requirements would require 
the parapet to be compatible with the 
building’s architecture “and materials,” 

Fernley tightens screening, 
trash rules for new  

commercial development
and would prohibit chain link fencing 
to be used as a parapet.

Rooftop-mounted antennas or satel-
lite dishes on commercial development 
must also be screened, said Assistant 
Planner Lisa Warner.

 Former trash enclosure require-
ments said trash enclosure gates  
“shall be constructed of durable mate-
rial that screens the trash enclosure.” 
The new rules would require trash 
enclosure gates to be “steel or other 
metal material,” while restricting chain 
link gates to industrial zones only.

Newly adopted trash enclosure 
requirements also include a concrete 
floor with a service apron that extends 
five feet beyond the gate, and require 
trash enclosures for restaurants to 
include a spill containment system 
to ensure that liquids remain in the 
enclosure. 

Trash enclosure walls must also be 
opaque and must extend at least one 
foot taller than the trash bin(s) con-
tained in the enclosure. The new  
trash screening requirements apply 
to all new industrial and commercial 
uses, as well as all new multi-family 
residential units with four or more 
units, according to a staff report on  
the item.

Warner said the new screening  
and trash enclosure requirements 
would only apply to new commercial 
development or an existing commer-
cial use that wants to make significant 
changes.

City staff noted the changes were 
needed to the development code be-
cause old screening and trash enclo-
sure requirements were “too vague  
and unclear.”

By Kerry Lyman

To advance planning for the city’s 
future growth, the Fernley City Coun-
cil hired the Kimley-Horn consulting 
group last Wednesday to prepare a 
South Area Plan for the future develop-
ment of roughly 10,000 acres of land 
south of the Truckee Canal and east of 
U.S. 95A.

Kimley-Horn is the same consul-
tant that drew up the city’s North Area 
Plan, 5,400 acres generally north of 
I-80, and the Southwest Area Plan, 
11,800 acres south of the Truckee Ca-
nal and west of U.S. 95A, both of which 
were adopted by the council earlier 
this year.

Acknowledging those plan adop-
tions, the staff report on the contract 
award states, “The Comprehensive 
Master Plan also identifies the need for 
a South Fernley Area Plan as the final 
major component of the city’s area 
planning program.”

“The South Area Plan will guide 
future land use, housing, transporta-
tion, utility and community service 
decisions in one of Fernley’s last major 
growth areas,” the report said. 

Council approves contract for 
South Area Plan

“With Fernley’s population project-
ed to double over the next 20 years, 
this plan will be critical for managing 
demand for housing, supporting eco-
nomic development, and preserving 
the rural character along Farm District 
Road and Desert Shadows Lane,” the 
report added.

Anticipating all the future stake-
holder meetings and planning efforts 
that go into such an undertaking, the 
Kimley-Horn proposal sets the fall of 
next year as the target for adoption of 
the South Area Plan.

According to the staff report, the 
$173,200 contract “covers all tasks 
required for preparation of the South 
Area Plan, including data collection, 
analysis, community engagement, 
plan drafting, and adoption support. 
The plan will also provide fiscal impact 
and water capacity analysis to inform 
future infrastructure planning and 
capital investments.”

“Much of the long-term implemen-
tation cost is expected to be borne 
by developers through impact fees, 
required improvements and partner-
ships, reducing direct fiscal burden on 
the city,” the report concluded.

home consumption.  An open liquor 
container in a vehicle remains illegal, 
the staff report said.

“At this time, staff is recommend-
ing that alcoholic beverages only be 
delivered to a residential address, 
hotel rooms or mobile home or trailer 
parks.  Staff is not recommending 
restricting delivery hours or number 
of drinks per delivery at this time,” 
according to the staff report.

Mayor Neal McIntyre asked what 
would be considered a sealed contain-
er.  Swanson said it would be anything 
a delivery driver would not be able to 
open without damaging the seal.

The staff report on this item also 
noted that Uber, Door Dash and 
other third party delivery companies 

require drivers who want to deliver 
alcohol to undergo rigorous training.  
As an example, the report noted driv-
ers must verify the person accepting 
the delivery is the same person that 
ordered the alcohol, that they are at 
least 21 years of age and are not visi-
bly intoxicated.

The delivery driver must also 
maintain detailed logs with order and 
delivery information, including time 
stamps and verification of the per-
son’s age, the report said.

The legislation would also impose 
a surcharge of 50 cents per drink to 
help meet state DUI reduction goals 
by funding an expanded Ignition In-
terlock & DUI Reduction Program.
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L A W  A N D  O R D E R
Arrest report 

Lau pleads not guilty in  
battery case

By Robert Perea

Fernley City Councilman Stan Lau appeared in Walker River Justice Court in 
Yerington for an arraignment on Sept. 17.

Justice of the Peace Pete Spinuzzi entered a plea of not guilty on behalf of Lau 
and scheduled a pretrial hearing on Oct. 16.

Lau is charged with misdemeanor battery and destroying or injuring personal 
property of another stemming from an altercation with a construction worker 
on Aug. 18. Lau was arrested on a citizen’s arrest after a construction worker said 
Lau knocked his sunglasses off his face and then punched him.

Senator Catherine Cortez Masto
202-224-3542

Cortezmasto.senate.gov

Senator Jacky Rosen
202-224-6244

Rosen.senate.gov

Congressman Mark Amodei
775- 686-5760

Amodei.house.gov

Nevada State Senator Robin Titus
Minority Leader

Robin.titus@sen.state.nv.us

Nevada Assemblyman Greg Koenig, 
Assistant Minority Floor Leader North

Gregory.koenig@asm.state.nv.us

Lyon County Commissioner - 1
John Cassinelli
775-461-6296

jcassinelli@lyon-county.org 

Lyon County Commissioner - 2
Scott Keller - Chair

775-661-6283
skeller@lyon-county.org

Contact Your Elected Officials

Corbin Henderson
Area: Mason Valley, Bail Amount: 
$5,000.00,Charges: Criminal Con-
tempt
John Legg
Area: Lyon County Sheriff ’s Office
Bail Amount: $685.00,Charges: Assist 
Other Agency – Hold
Crystal Militello
Area: Dayton,Bail Amount: $3,140.00,
Charges: Domestic Battery, 1st
Brian Park
Area: Silver Springs, Bail Amount: 
$1,440.00, Charges: Failure to Appear 
After Bail, Misdemeanor Crime
Rodney Biddleman
Area: Mason Valley, Bail Amount: 
$3,640.00, Charges: Possession of 
Schedule I/II Controlled Substance 
<14g, 1st or 2nd Offense; Use/Posses-
sion of Drug Paraphernalia
Christopher Craig
Area: Mason Valley,Bail Amount: 
$3,140.00, Charges: Stalking  
Constituting Domestic Violence, 1st 
Offense
Shaunta Stromberg
Area: Dayton, Bail Amount: $17,780.00

Charges: Battery Domestic Violence, 
3rd Offense Possession of Schedule I/
II Controlled Substance <14g, 1st or 
2nd Offense; Possession of Hypoder-
mic Device; Use/Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia
Mark Soto
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: 
$26,780.00, Charges: Resisting Public 
Officer; Assault on Protected Person 
with Deadly Weapon; Creating Distur-
bance in School Building
Jessica Daquilanto
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $28,140.00
Charges: Residential Burglary, 1st 
Offense; Failure to Appear After Bail, 
Misdemeanor Crime
Fary Fierro-Correa
Area: Mason Valley,Bail Amount: 
$1,140.00, Charges: Driving with Re-
voked License for DUI
Justin Uhart
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $3,140.00
Charges: Domestic Battery, 1st
Kathryn Rowe
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $3,640.00
Charges: Possession of Schedule I/II 
Controlled Substance <14g, 1st or 2nd 

Offense; Use/Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia; Felony Arrest for Violation 
of Probation/Conditions of Suspended 
Sentence
Brant Movius
Area: Dayton, Bail Amount: $1,478.00
Charges: Convicted person fail to  
register with law enforcement within  
48 hours; Assist Other Agency – Hold
Cody Carter
Area: Fernley,Bail Amount: $0.00
Charges: Fugitive from Other State / 
Complaint / Warrant
Jeffrey Cunningham
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: 
$10,000.00, Charges: Domestic Bat-
tery by Strangulation
Ricardo Williams
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $8,140.00
Charges: Prevent/Dissuade Reporting 
Crime/Cause Prosecution/Arrest; 
Domestic Battery, 1st
Travis Pierce
Area: Dayton, Bail Amount: $1,140.00
Charges: Battery
Camron McMackin
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $1,140.00
Charges: DUI, 1st

Carolina Flores Villarino
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $3,660.00
Charges: DUI, 1st; Duty to Stop at 
Accident with Attended Vehicle/Prop-
erty Damage; Driving with Suspended 
License; Operator – Proof of Insurance 
Required
Brendan Fagan
Area: Mason Valley, Bail Amount: 
$1,000.00, Charges: Assist Other 
Agency – Hold
Justin Ratcliffe
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $1,580.00
Charges: Driving Without License; 
DUI, 1st; Unsafe Passing/Overtaking 
on Left Side on Two-Lane Road
Hope Brisby
Area: Fernley, Bail Amount: $530.00
Charges: Misdemeanor Bench War-
rant for Failure to Appear on Habeas 
Corpus Matter
Jeremy Neist
Area: Dayton, Bail Amount: $0.00
Charges: Assist Other Agency – Hold
Isaiah Jenkins
Area: Dayton, Bail Amount: $5,000.00
Charges: Prohibited Act – Violation of 
Sex Offender Registration, 1st

All information for the arrest report is provided by the Lyon County Sheriff ’s Office and is considered by law to be public information. 
 All subjects are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. 

Sept. 8 – Sept. 14, 2025 

Have a
story?

We’d love
to hear 
from you.
robert@fernleyreporter.com
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fzoberski@cityoffernley.org
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dfarr@lyoncsd.org
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Lyon County School Board of Trustees 
District 5 - Elmer Bull

elmer.bull@lyoncsd.org

Lyon County School Board of Trustees 
District 6 - Bridget Peterson

peterson.bridget@lyoncsd.org

Lyon County School Board of Trustees 
District 7 - James Whisler

james.whisler@lyoncsd.org

Lyon County Assessor
Troy Villines

775-463-6520

Lyon County Clerk/Treasurer
Staci Lindberg
775-463-6501

Lyon County Recorder
Anita Talbot

775-463-6581

Third Judicial District Court
Judge John P. Schlegelmilch

775-463-6571 Ext. 1

Judge Leon Aberasturi
775-463-6571 Ext. 2

Lyon County District Attorney
Stephen Rye
775-463-6511

Canal Township Justice Court
Judge Lori Matheus

775-575-3355

PHOTOGRAPHY
CRUZ DOWN MEMORY LANE

www.cruzdownmemorylane.com
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S P O R T S
Defense keys third straight win for Vaqueros 

Loyalty Program
Join Fire Forno Loyalty Program

and start earning delicious
rewards! Unlock $10 off every 150
points. Guests earn 100 points for

signing up. 

Fire Forno
1046 Inglewood Dr, Suite 100
Fernley, NV 89408
(775) 980-6370

Fernley quarterback Bryce Stephens tries to get away from a Spring Creek tackler 
during last Friday’s game against the Spartans. Photo by Leanne Cruz, Cruz Down 

Memory Lane Photography, LLC

By Robert Perea

A Swiss Army Knife is an engineering 
wonder, a miniature toolbox all by it-
self. The iconic tool is as adaptable as it 
is enduring and has become a globally 
recognized symbol of everyday utility.

Alex Juliot is Fernley’s Swiss Army 
Knife, the kind of player who seems 
to fit wherever his team needs him. 
So much so that his coaches call him 
“Swiss.”

While he’s a utility player who 
plays several different positions in 
baseball, in football he’s a cornerback 
who always seems to be in the vicinity 
whenever the Vaqueros make a big 
play defensively.

Juliot made two of those big plays 
to help the Vaqueros open a 21-0 lead 
on their way to a 38-14 win over Spring 
Creek on Homecoming last Friday 
night.

It was Fernley’s third consecutive 
win and improved the Vaqueros’ re-
cord to 5-1 overall and 3-1 in the North-
ern 3A, with a big matchup at Truckee 
at 7 p.m. Saturday.

Juliot returned an interception 77 
yards for Fernley’s first touchdown and 
recovered a fumble in Fernley territory 
that ended another Spring Creek scor-
ing chance, accounting for two of the 
four turnovers forced by the Vaqueros’ 
defense. Fernley also held a Spring 
Creek offense that was averaging more 
than 320 yards per game to just 240.

Meanwhile, Fernley’s offense did 
what it does best, running for 351 yards 
on 46 carries. Keeshawn Love led the 
Vaqueros with 147 yards on 21 carries, 

Riley McCullar added 77 yards on 
eight carries and quarterback Bryce 
Stephens ran 13 times for 114 yards and 
completed all three of his passes for 85 
yards and two touchdowns.

But before all that, Spring Creek 
was threatening to take the lead on the 
game’s opening drive, having marched 
from its own 20-yard line to the Fern-
ley 27. That’s when, on second down-
and-7, Juliot saw Spring Creek receiver 
Nolan Francis run a curl route in front 
of him and recognized the pass was 
coming before it was thrown. He cut in 
front of Francis, intercepted the pass at 
the Fernley 23-yard line and took it 77 
yards the other way for a touchdown 
and a 7-0 Fernley lead.

Early in the second quarter, with 
the Vaqueros up 14-0, Spring Creek 
quarterback McCoy McArtor again 
tried to throw a pass to Francis. This 
time, on third-and-15 from his own 
24-yard line, McArtor was forced 
to scramble away from pressure, 
and he heaved the ball from his own 
20-yard line to Francis at the Fernley 
35. Francis caught the ball over the 
outstretched arms of Brodie Jones, but 
he dropped it as he was being tackled 
by Fernley’s Nathan Pritchard.

Juliot, who was covering a different 
receiver on the opposite side of the 
field, raced across and arrived just in 
time to dive on the loose ball at the 
Fernley 27.

Three plays later, quarterback 
Bryce Stephens connected with Riley 
McCullar for a 25-yard touchdown to 
make it 21-0.

Spring Creek was able to get back 

within 21-14 with two touchdown 
passes by McArtor, but after seeing 
their momentum evaporate, the Va-
queros grabbed it back with an 11-play 
drive that ate up almost 8 minutes off 
the clock to start the third quarter. 
Stephens’ 10-yard touchdown pass to 
McCullar made it 28-14.

The Vaqueros came up big de-
fensively again to preserve the lead. 
Spring Creek drove to the Fernley 
9-yard line, but on second and goal, 
McArtor thought he had Francis open 
on a crossing route at the goal line, 
but Isaid Solis came from the opposite 
direction to pick it off.

The Vaqueros then put together 
another long drive, this time going 71 
yards in 13 plays to set up a 46-yard 

field goal by Noah Spencer.
“I think that was the final gut 

punch,” Sloan said. “That field goal 
right there was a big old stamp on that 
thing.”

Now, after trying for five weeks 
not to think about the looming game 
against Truckee, the three-time de-
fending league champion, the Vaque-
ros can turn their full attention to the 
Wolverines.

“I love playing Truckee,” Sloan said. 
“I’ve been part of that whole history 
with those guys, and I’ve been part of 
some really good football teams here 
that went and did some pretty incred-
ible things. It’s going to be a dogfight, 
and you know as well as I do, Truckee 
always gives you one.”

Fernley boys win Elko cross country meet

Joe Perkins and Cael Wilson each won 
medals at last week’s cross country meet 

hosted by Elko High School. Perkins fin-
ished second and Wilson was fifth.  

Photo courtesy of Ron Perkins

Soccer teams looking for first league win
Staff Report

The Fernley High School boys soccer 
team lost to Elko and tied West Wendo-
ver in its first two league games of the 
season last weekend.

The Vaqueros lost 3-1 to Elko on Fri-
day. Leland Ketelaar scored Fernley’s 
goal. Saturday, the Vaqueros tied West 
Wendover 1-1. Aiden Mercado scored a 

goal for Fernley.
The Vaqueros are now 0-7-3 for the 

season, and 0-1-1 in the Northern 3A 
West. They are scheduled to play at 
Spring Creek at 4:45 p.m. Friday and at 
Lowry at noon Saturday.

The girls soccer team lost its first 
league game of the season last Satur-
day, 2-0 at Lowry.

The Buckaroos scored one goal in 

each half as both defenses were strong 
throughout. Lowry made 12 shots on 
goal, compared to Fernley’s four, but 
Lowry goaltender Riley Ball made saves 
on all four, including a penalty kick.

The Vaqueros are now 4-7 overall, 
0-1 in the Northern 3A West. This 
week, they are scheduled to host Spring 
Creek at 5 p.m. Friday and Elko at noon 
Saturday.

By Robert Perea

The Fernley High School boys cross 
country team won the Run the Rubies 
Elko XC Invitational last Friday in Lam-
oille Canyon, with Joe Perkins and Cael 
Wilson earning medals.

The Vaqueros had 46 team points, 
to beat Elko, which was second with 
60, and Grantsville, UT, which was 
third with 89.

Perkins finished second individ-
ually with a time of 14:28.43 on the 
4,999-meter course. Wilson came 
in fifth with a time of 15:24.31. South 
Tahoe’s Shamus Nealis won the meet 
with a time of 14:19.60.

Zachary Petersen finished 12th for 
the Vaqueros with a time of 16:05.82, 
Dominick Dietrich placed 16th with a 
time of 16:23.27 and Alex Mergell came 
in 17th with a time of 16:45.18.

Other Fernley runners were Skyler 
Ledesma-James with a time of 17:19.33 
to place 24th, Daniel Hiles in 59th 
place with a time of 19:23.96, Addison 
Davis with a time of 21:56.97 in 79th 
place and Mason Varner 81st with a 
time of 22:03.42.

The girls didn’t have a full team with 
only four runners. The fastest finisher 
was Regan Scott, who placed 18th with 
a time of 20:20.87.

Jojo Cardinal finished 44th with a 
time of 24:46.02, Grace Schmidtlein 
came in 47th with a time of 25:28.52 
and Reann Jones ran 59th in a time of 
29:11.64.

This week’s meet is the Truckee In-
vitational, which will be run Saturday 
morning at the Ponderosa Golf Course. 
The meet begins with JV girls at 8:30 
a.m., followed by JV boys, varsity girls 
and varsity boys. 

Vaqueros roll 
Lowry  
to start 

league play
By Robert Perea

The Fernley High School volleyball 
team started league play by picking 
up  just where they left off in crossover 
play against the Northern 3A West.

After going 5-0 against West Di-
vision opponents, the Vaqueros beat 
Lowry 25-15, 25-14, 25-18 in their first 
league match on Sept. 18.

The Vaqueros posted 37 kills by 
10 different players with only seven 
attack errors. Trista Menesini was 
particularly dominant at the net, with 
14 kills and three of Fernley’s five 
blocks. Lillianna Young added six kills 
and Grace Chapin had four for the 
Vaqueros.

Emma Masters made 11 digs from 
the back row and had seven assists, 
while Alauna Escartin had 12 assists. 
Jocelyn Escartin received 11 serves, 
Menisini handled eight and Tatiana 
Velazquez received seven. 

The Vaqueros are now 17-4 over-
all and 1-0 in the Northern 3A East. 
They were scheduled to play at Fallon 
Wednesday. This weekend they host 
Elko at 6 p.m. Friday and Spring Creek 
at noon Saturday.
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Where to find your copy today!

The Canal Wine Lounge

Coldwell Banker Select Fernley

Fernley Chamber of Commerce

The Nest

Carpet King Interiors/
Abbey Carpet & Floor

Silver Spur Saloon

Fernley Wigwam Restaurant

Buddy Boys

Desert Rose RV

Black Bear Diner

The Office Shipping & Mailboxes

The Golf Club at Fernley

Fernley City Hall Clerk’s Office

The Corner Niche

Fernley Swimming Pool

State Farm – Dan Glass Agency

REMAX at the Golf Course

Available spots are filling up quick!
We are compiling a wait list now.

We have a few openings left in the infant, 1-year & 3/4 class.
Our new building will have 35 openings 

for all age groups. 
WE ACCEPT CHILDREN’S CABINET AND MCCYN.

LICENSED FOR INFANT TO 12 YEARS OLD. 

DAYCARE AND PRESCHOOL

775-302-3131   |   oshdaycareandpreschool@gmail.com
1044 Inglewood, Suite 120, Fernley, Nevada 89408

JOIN US FOR OUR GRAND OPENING FRIDAY, OCT. 24 @ 6PM

Adopt me!
Adopt me!

Adopt me!

Change a Life: Yours and Theirs

Donate. Volunteer. Adopt. Make a difference.

Precious Paws has Lots of Kitens!

    

Our dog of the week is
Cheeseburger. (The workers at
the Lyon County Shelter must
love cheese or are just plain
hungry because last week we
had Velveeta.) 

Cheeseburger is an adult, 
female, Pit Bull / Terrier mix.
Cheeseburger is described as
gentle, funny and affectionate.
She is spayed and vaccinated. 

The shelter, covers much of
Lyon County, including Dayton,
Fernley and Silver Springs. 

Please stop by and visit with
the staff and most especially
with all the dogs currently housed there. You can also call the shelter at 775-
577-5005 if you have questions about a particular dog (like Cheeseburger) or
how the adoption process works.

P E T S  O F  T H E  W E E K

Meet Precious Paws new kittens, GusGus, Earl Grey and Scout, three of
many of the kittens we have available. These kittens are seven weeks old
males. They are very loving and playful just as all good kittens should be.
They will be getting neutered, vaccinated and microchipped soon.

If you would like to meet these little fluffs of cuteness, please call Barbara
and leave a message and she will get back to you. Her number is 775-575-
0950.

Cheeseburger

Lyon County Animal Shelter
775-577-5005

3705 Highway 50 West,  Silver Springs Nevada

Precious Paws Society of Nevada
775-575-0950

preciouspawssocietyofnv@gmail.com

P E T S  O F  T H E  W E E K
Jill is Available for Adoption

This is Jill, our Precious Paws kitten of the week. Jill is one of several
kittens currently available for adoption. All of the cats and kittens ready
for adoption are vaccinated, spayed/neutered, microchipped, and ready
to find their forever person/family. If you are interested in adopting 
Jill or any of the other cats or kittens, please contact Barbara at 
Precious Paws by calling 775--575-0950. Leave a message and someone
will get back to you. 

Precious Paws Society of NV  |  1085 Aster Ln, Fernley, NV 89408
775-575-0950  |  preciouspawssocietynv@gmail.com

P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K

Adopt me!

Meet Jean (she is the dog on the left),
an apricot-colored female, German 
shepherd mix. Jean is a fun-loving
young pup! She came into the shelter as
a stray with her littermate. Jean is the
more mellow pup of this duo, but has
plenty of playful, puppy energy to go
around. We estimate her to be around
six months old. She is still growing and
learning, and at the perfect age to be
trained to be the best girl ever! If you
would like to set up an appointment to
meet Jean, please contact the Lyon
County Shelter at 775-577-5005.    

Jean is Available to Adopt

Lyon County Animal Shelter
3705 Highway 50 West in Silver Springs, NV 89429

775-577-5005


