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New Medical Helicopter Base Brings
Critical Care Closer to Fernley

North Lyon Fire, Battle Born Medevac celebrate new partnership at Station 61

Staff Report

A medical helicopter based in the heart
of Fernley is bringing emergency care
closer to residents of northern Lyon
County and surrounding communities,
and Saturday, local firefighters, med-
ical crews and residents gathered to
celebrate the new service.

North Lyon Fire and Battle Born
Medevac hosted an open house and of-
ficial ribbon-cutting ceremony Oct. 24
at Fire Station 61 on East Main Street,
recognizing the partnership and the
community members and businesses
who helped make the new helicopter
base possible.

The helicopter, known as Battle
Born Medevac 3, began operating from
Fernley on Aug. 7. Its arrival marked a
significant change for local emergency
responders, who previously had to wait
for air ambulances dispatched from
other communities when critically ill
or injured patients needed rapid trans-
portation to a hospital.

North Lyon Fire and Battle Born Medevac hosted an open house and off cza] nbbon-
cutting ceremony Oct. 24 at Fire Station 61 on East Main Street.
Photo courtesy of North Lyon Fire.

The new base places a critical care
helicopter and medical flight crew at
the fire station, providing a resource
for emergencies throughout the Inter-
state 80 corridor and surrounding ru-
ral communities.

For Fernley, where heavy traffic
between the city and Reno can delay
ground ambulance transportation,
having a helicopter nearby can make

Continued on PAGE 5- MEDVAC...

Fernley Takes Power Into Its Own Hands
But who should be in charge?

By Suzanne Prouty

Fernley is moving ahead with a new
electric utility aimed at bringing pow-
er to large businesses —and new reve-
nue to the city.

The City Council voted 4-0 on Oct.
21to approve Bill 394, creating the
Fernley Power District. Councilman
Albert Torres made the motion, and
Councilman Ryan Hanan seconded it.

The idea is to get electricity to large
businesses as much as 10 years soon-
er than NV Energy can supply it, with
private investors paying for the sys-
tem. But council members spent much
of the discussion on another question:
Who should be in charge?

The bill passed with the developer’s
requested three-member governing
board for the power district. The coun-
cil also directed staff to bring back an
amendment proposing two additional
members at a later date.

What would the district do?
The district would be a municipal
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electric utility, with its initial service
area in the Victory Logistics District.

Its work could include generating
electricity, moving it through power
lines, delivering it to customers and
storing it for later use.

Bob Sweetin, an attorney repre-
senting Mark IV Capital, described ap-
proximately $600 million in electric
infrastructure, the plants, lines and
equipment needed to provide service.

Sweetin said private investment
and payments from large business-
es using the power would cover those
costs. The plan, as presented, would
not use city money or put the expense
on existing NV Energy customers.

“The real box I want to hit here
[is] $0 cost to ratepayers or the city of
Fernley,” Sweetin said.

He explained that the ordinance is
designed to prevent the district from
pledging city credit or using city tax
revenue or bonds without returning to
the council for approval.

For residents, that is a central point:

The businesses needing the new power
would pay for the system serving them.
Why build a separate utility?

Timing was one of the main reasons
offered.

Sweetin said a separate district
could get electricity to new business-
es by November 2028, compared with
what he described as 2038 at the earli-
est through NV Energy.

“That’s a decade, right?” Sweetin
said. “So, you advance development,
large-scale development by a decade.”

For a company deciding where to
build, having land is only part of the
picture. It also needs enough electrici-
ty to open its doors and keep operating.

The presentation also stressed hav-
ing more certainty about power pric-
es. Long-term agreements could help
businesses plan their costs over a 20-
year period, while giving the city more
predictable franchise fee revenue.

Continued on PAGE 2 - POWER...
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Lau Files
Motion
Asking Court
to Clarify
Status

By Robert Perea

After a district court judge declared
that the Fernley City Council’s March
vote to expel Councilman Stan Lau was
void because the council violated the
state’s Open Meeting Law, Lau is now
asking the judge to clarify whether he
remains expelled from the council un-
der a corrective action item approved
by the council April 15.

Following a hearing on Aug. 11,
Third Judicial District Court Judge
Leon Aberasturi ruled that the City
Council violated the Open Meeting
Law when it expelled Lau on March 4
because the agenda item for the meet-
ing did not expressly identify expul-
sion as a potential action.

The judge’s written order on that
ruling was filed Oct. 15. However, at-
torneys representing the City of Fern-
ley and Lau disagreed on whether that
meant Lau remains expelled because
the ruling did not address the action
taken by the council on an agenda item
at the April 15 meeting for corrective
action regarding the Open Meeting
Law.

City Attorney Aaron Mouritsen had
previously told The Fernley Report-
er that the judge did not address the
April 15 agenda item because it was not
included in any of the previous plead-
ings in the case and was not before the
court for aruling.

That agenda item did expressly list
expulsion as a potential action. Butin a
motion filed Oct. 16, attorney Jeff Dick-
erson, representing Lau, argued that
“the City assured the Court that the
proposed corrective action would not
affect Lau and would change the status
quo only by permitting the Attorney
General to decline prosecution.”

Lau’s motion asks the judge for clar-
ification and enforcement of the prior
orders, consideration of judicial es-
toppel and an order to show cause if
the court determines that the city act-
ed contrary to a sufficiently clear re-
straint. Judicial estoppel requires con-
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

By Rachel Dahl

I'm writing this Captain’s Log
somewhere between Yerington and
Fallon, on a Tuesday afternoon, with
anewspaper deadline looming and
about a thousand other things I should
be doing.

Except I'm not actually writing it -
I'm talking it into my phone.

It’s fairly common for me to excuse
myself to the team as I send them
random messages throughout the day
from my “talk to text.” They say they
need a Rosetta Stone sometimes to
understand what [ “write.”

I'm a writer - I think through my
fingers and don’t necessarily know
what I'm going to say until I start
typing. The ideas come together
somewhere between my brain and the
keyboard, and sometimes what comes
out surprises even me.

These days, I spend an awful lot
of time on the road between the little
Nevada towns where we publish
newspapers. And every time I visit
another community, I fall in love all
over again.

This morning, I had the pleasure
of visiting with about 35 retired
public employees in Yerington.

Leah Wilkinson was kind enough to
introduce me, and we spent a lovely
morning talking about our plans to
begin printing a newspaper for their
community.

And, as always happens in rural
Nevada, it took about five minutes
before we started figuring out all the

Continued from FRONT - POWER...

Those were reasons offered for
moving ahead. The district still has to
turn its plans into financing, contracts
and a working electric system.

What could Fernley gain?

One benefit discussed was money
coming into the city through a fran-
chise fee, a payment for the utility’s
right to operate here.

The proposal includes a 1% fee for
customers using more than 10 mega-
watts of power, while smaller custom-
ers would pay the city’s standard fran-
chise fee of 5%.

A megawatt is a measure of elec-
tric power. Businesses requiring more
than 10 megawatts might include data
centers, large manufacturing opera-
tions, distribution facilities and major
cold-storage warehouses.

Sweetin said the 10-megawatt
threshold was selected to distinguish
large industrial electricity users from
smaller commercial customers.

He estimated the franchise fee
could bring Fernley approximately $3
million in its first full year of opera-
tion in 2029, increasing to about $23
million annually by 2032 if the district
reaches its projected development lev-
els.

Hanan said the potential revenue
could transform the city’s ability to
fund public projects.

“We would have the resources to
do projects that large every year at full
buildout,” Hanan said, referring to the
approximately $20 million cost of the
city’s community center. “This changes
the entire dynamic of the city of Fern-
ley”

Those figures are forecasts, rather
than money already available to spend.
The amount would depend on how
many customers arrive, how much
electricity they use and how the dis-
trict grows.

Captain sLog—T i_;l"hrogh rs

people we knew in common.

Somebody knows my family. I know
somebody’s kids. There’s a cousin, a
neighbor, an old ranching family, or a
name [ haven’t heard in 30 years.

Pretty soon we're all practically
related.

I also have this terrible habit of
driving into one of these towns,
looking around at the beautiful old
houses and tree-lined streets, and
deciding I could live there.

Honestly, I could have a house in
every little town in Nevada.

What struck me most about our
conversation this morning was how
much people miss having a newspaper
that belongs to their community.

We talked about the importance of
reading about the kids in school, seeing
their pictures, following the high
school sports teams, and celebrating
their accomplishments.

Our kids are one of the great things
that bring a community together.

You don’t have to have a child on
the basketball team to care whether
they win. You don’t need a grandchild
in the school play to enjoy seeing
their picture in the paper. And you
certainly don’t have to agree with the
school board to recognize that what's
happening in our schools matters to all
of us.

I think that’s one of the most
important things a local newspaper
can do. It gives us something to share.

In a world where it’s increasingly
easy to surround ourselves with people
who think exactly the way we do, small

‘Who would run it?

The proposed three-member gov-
erning board drew questions from
Councilman Joe Mendoza who also
serves as a battalion chief at the North
Lyon County Fire Department and the
President of the North Lyon Firefight-
ers Association, Local 4547.

The plan gives Mark IV Capital, the
developer of Victory Logistics District,
one nomination. A power-generation
partner would nominate another mem-
ber, and the city would nominate the
third. The City Council would approve
all appointments.

Mendoza asked for five members,
with three city nominees and two from
the private partners.

“I'would like to see a five-person
board with additional nominee from
the city for a public utility district and
maybe another nominee from oth-
er entities or stakeholders within the
city, Mendoza said.

He questioned whether the pro-
posed structure gave the private inter-
ests too much influence over a munici-
pal utility.

“My interest is the future of the city,
our constituents and not your inves-
tors,” Mendoza told Sweetin.

Sweetin explained that the compa-
nies would have the right to nominate
members, but the council would have
the final say on appointments. Once
appointed, members would serve as
public officials, with obligations to the
district rather than the companies that
nominated them.

Attorney Paul Lipparelli, who re-
viewed the proposed ordinance for
the city, also addressed the ethics con-
cerns.

“These people who serve on the
board after they’re nominated by the
various parties and after they’re con-
firmed by the City Council will become
public officers under the state ethics
law;” Lipparelli said.

He said the state’s conflict-of-inter-
est requirements would prevent em-

towns don’t really work that way.

We live next door to people we
disagree with. We sit beside them at
ball games, see them at the grocery
store, and count on them when
something goes wrong.

And a good community newspaper
ought to reflect that.

It should be a place where we can
agree, argue, celebrate our kids, mourn
our losses, debate how our town should
grow, and learn something about the
people who live just down the road.

Not because we all see the world
the same way, but because we share a
place iniit.

And every week, when we put
another issue together, we're doing
something else, too. We're creating a
record of who we were.

A newspaper is a community’s
running history, written one week at
a time. But it’s also where we look to
the future, debate ideas, and figure out
what kind of place we want our town
to become.

['went to Yerington this morning to
talk about a newspaper and came away
reminded, once again, why I love this
crazy business so much.

It’s about knowing our neighbors,
caring about their kids, remembering
where we've been, and having a voice
in where we're going.

So, while I keep thinking about that
cute little house in Yerington, we'll still
always be right here...

... Keeping you Posted.
Rach

ployees with direct financial ties to the
companies doing business with the dis-
trict from serving on its board.

City Attorney Aaron Mouritsen ac-
knowledged that the city had initially
raised concerns about the governing
structure. He pointed to the Raftelis
consultant report, which concluded
that limitations on the city’s authority
might be necessary to provide assur-
ances to investors financing the proj-
ect.

Sweetin argued that changing the
board’s structure during the meeting
would affect the ordinance as noticed
in the public record and could affect
the financing arrangements being de-
veloped for the utility. He suggested
approving the ordinance as presented
and considering changes through a lat-
er amendment.

Hanan supported moving forward,
saying the district represented a signif-
icant opportunity for Fernley. He ques-
tioned whether giving the city three
seats on a five-member board would
provide a fair balance for the private
investors financing the infrastructure.

“I think this is a ginormous win for
the city of Fernley,” Hanan said.

Torres agreed that the city should
continue examining the board’s com-
position but favored establishing the
district first.

“I think we’re at the decision point
and I think what we do is we legislate
this,” Torres said. “We approve it as
written tonight ... and we bring it back
after the new year for the amendment
asking for a total of five board mem-
bers.”

The council ultimately voted unan-
imously to approve the ordinance with
the three-member board. The motion
also directed staff to bring back an
amendment proposing two additional
board members.

The work ahead will determine how
the district operates, who serves on its
governing board and when it can begin
delivering electricity.
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A little love goes a long way on Main Street

Volunteers, local businesses transform a corner of Fernley,

Teresa Morros

By Rachel Dahl
Photos courtesy of Greg Stevens

Sometimes all it takes to make some-
thing happen is somebody deciding to
get started.

That’s exactly what Teresa Morros
and her husband, John, have done at
the corner of West Main Street and
U.S. 95A in Fernley, where a growing
band of volunteers, local businesses
and community members has been
transforming a neglected stretch of
roadside into something the commu-
nity can be proud of.

And they’ve done it with donated
materials, volunteer labor, a whole lot

4

Marcel Wagner

of shoveling and the occasional ex-
pensive lesson.

What started as Teresa’s idea to
bring a little love back to Main Street
has turned into a community project,
complete with decorative boulders,
benches, trash cans, decomposed
granite, recycled artificial turf and
custom lighted metal artwork.

No elaborate committees or
lengthy meetings. Just people willing
to show up, bring what they can and
get their hands dirty.

The work has been coming togeth-
er over the past several weeks, with
Teresa posting regular updates on so-
cial media, celebrating each addition

one shovel at a time

Michelle Moffitt

and thanking volunteers along the
way.

One particularly exciting day
brought the arrival and installation of
decorative lighted poles, along with
another load of decomposed granite,
commonly called DG.

Of course, not everything has gone
according to plan.

As Teresa explained in one up-
date, John accidentally left his tailgate
down and lost his impact wrench.
Nearly $500 later, he was finally able
to finish securing the poles.

But even a missing tool couldn’t
dampen the enthusiasm.

“One step, one shovel, and some-

Tatiana Marquis and Colter

times one expensive lesson at a time!”
Teresa wrote.

Among the most noticeable im-
provements is the addition of artificial
turf, much of it recycled or reclaimed
material donated for the project.

Kelly Brye, Tatiana Marquis, and
Colter, along with their crew, tack-
led the installation, turning dirt and
rock into a much more inviting green
space. Senior Floor Technician Crisp-
in Garcia helped with some particu-
larly long seams.

Continued on PAGE 6 - WEST MAIN...
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER: LEARN, ENGAGE, VOTE

Civics 101: Who'’s Teaching the Next Citizen?

By Rachel Dahl

I read an article by Dr. Ben Carson
this week about children learning
civics, and immediately thought of
several adults I would like to enroll.

Including, on certain days, myself.

Because knowing how our govern-
ment works is something we all need
to keep working at. And if we ex-
pect the next generation to carry on
this experiment in self-government,
somebody has to show them how.

In his article, “How Kids Can Res-
cue Civics Education,” Carson de-
scribes a civics competition through
his American Cornerstone Institute’s
Little Patriots program. The idea is to
get elementary school students learn-
ing about our founding, our Consti-
tution, and the responsibilities of cit-
izenship.

It got me thinking about what chil-
dren learn about government when
nobody is giving them a lesson. What
is it kids learn from watching us?

If their introduction to public life
is grown-ups calling each other idiots
on the internet, we probably should
not be surprised when they decide
politics is something unpleasant peo-
ple do on their phones.

If they hear us complain about ev-
ery decision the school board makes,
but never see us read an agenda or at-
tend a meeting, what have we taught
them about participation?

And if we insist that everyone
who disagrees with us must be ei-
ther stupid or dishonest, how exactly
are they supposed to learn to govern
alongside people who think different-
ly than they do?

In “Federalist No. 10,” James Mad-
ison explained that differences of

opinion and competing interests are
part of human nature. Eliminating
those differences would require de-
stroying liberty or somehow making
everybody think alike. Neither was
an acceptable solution. His argument
was for a republic designed to control
the harmful effects of factions.

Which means learning to be a
citizen includes learning that other
people get a say. Even when they are
wrong. Even when we are absolutely
certain they are wrong.

And occasionally, after we have
listened and checked a few things, we
may discover they had a point.

This is where civics gets a little
harder than memorizing the three
branches of government.

Although we should probably
know those, too.

We need to understand who has
the authority to make a decision.
What limits apply to that authori-
ty. How representatives are chosen.
How laws are changed. And what we
can do when we believe our govern-
ment has made a mistake.

The First Amendment protects
speech, religious liberty, a free press,
peaceful assembly, and the right to
petition government for a redress of
grievances.

Those are tools people can use.
Children ought to see us using them
thoughtfully.

A child does not have to be old
enough to vote to learn how to ask a
good question.

Why is that road closed? Who
decides what happens at the park?
Where does the school get its mon-
ey? Why can’t the mayor just change
that rule?

There is a civics lesson wait-

ing inside every one of those ques-
tions. And we don’t have to know ev-
ery answer. “I don’t know. Let’s find
out” might be one of the most useful
things we can say.

We can pull up an agenda togeth-
er. Read a newspaper story and talk
about which facts are established and
which questions remain unanswered.
Look up a provision in the Constitu-
tion instead of relying on what some-
body said it means.

We can also let children watch us
disagree without being cruel, cor-

rect a mistake without making excus-
es, and lose a vote without deciding
the whole system should be burned
down.

Schools should have an essential
role in teaching civics, but families
and communities bear responsibility
for that work too.

We are raising future voters,
school board members, county com-
missioners, jurors, and neighbors.
They are watching how we handle
the responsibility.

What are we teaching them?
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Prancer’s Path to Light Up Fernley’s
Main Street This Holiday Season

Staff Report

Main Street Fernley and Fernley
ACES (Art Culture Event Squad) are
teaming up to bring a little extra
Christmas cheer to downtown Fern-
ley this holiday season with Prancer’s
Path, a community Christmas tree
decorating competition at the Main
Street Art Park.

The event will transform the park
into a holiday village filled with dec-
orated, lighted Christ-mas trees
sponsored by local businesses, orga-
nizations, churches, families and indi-
vidu-als.

The display will be open to the
public from Nov. 23 through Jan. 3,
with the lights remaining on around
the clock. Visitors can walk through
the park during the day to enjoy the
decorat-ed trees or return after dark
to see the holiday lights.

Organizers are inviting commu-
nity members to sponsor a tree for
$300. Each sponsorship includes a
live Christmas tree approximately 5
to 7 feet tall, a custom stand, a spon-
sor or decorator sign and electricity
throughout the event.

Sponsors may decorate their trees
to represent their business or organi-
zation, honor someone special or re-
member a loved one. At the end of the
event, sponsors may take their trees
home or donate them to Main Street
Fernley.

Official decorating days are sched-
uled for Nov. 21 and 22 from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. each day.
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OCT 30

DINOSAUR-THEMED
TRUNK OR TREAT - Free
4:00 p.m.

Fernley Estates

1130 Chisholm Trail

OCT 31

TABLE TENNIS
9:00 am.-12:00 p.m.
Fernley Library

575 Silver Lace Blvd

LOW COST MICROCHIP
CLINIC ($15)

9:00 A.M.-2:00P.M.

595 Silver Lace Blvd

CITY OF FERNLEY
SPOOKTACULAR SAFE
TRICK-OR-TREATING -
FREE

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

595 Silver Lace Blvd

WITH PRANCER’S PATH :
e gy f rg{#-

Our goal is to offer a lighted holiday

: - —
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experience and an occasion for ”,
the community to get involved.

(‘mphm image courteqy of Fem]ey (‘hamber of Commerce.

Decorations must be fami-
ly-friendly and nonbreakable, and
only LED outdoor lights will be per-
mitted. Each tree is limited to one
electrical plug, and participants must
bring a labeled, 15-foot outdoor-rated
extension cord.

The competition will include
awards and ribbons for decorated
trees, with online voting for the Peo-
ple’s Choice Award.

The People’s Choice winner will
be announced at the City of Fernley’s
tree-lighting celebra-tion Dec. 5, fol-
lowing the Fernley Chamber of Com-
merce Christmas Parade.

The tree selected as Best Overall

Tree will receive a free tree sponsor-

ship for the 2027 Pranc-er’s Path com-

petition.

The holiday display will remain
open through Jan. 3, with tree undec-
orating and removal scheduled for
Jan. 2 and 3 from noon to 3 p.m. each
day.

Businesses, organizations and in-
dividuals interested in sponsoring a
tree are encouraged to sign up now.
For information or to reserve a tree,
call 775-240-4785 or email shan-
non@electricsunnv.net.

Updates will also be posted on
Main Street Fernley’s Facebook and
Instagram pages.

Oct. 31 Trunk-or-Treat
Events

Living Stones Church Trunk or Treat
Saturday, October 31, 2026 from 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Living Stones Church, 868 Cottonwood Ln

Details: Candy, games, popcorn, and a photo booth.
Cost: Free

City of Fernley Spooktacular Safe Trick-or-Treating

Saturday, October 31, 2026 from 4:00 PM -7:00 PM
Location: Fernley City Hall,
595 Silver Lace Blvd
Details: Annual family-friendly safe trick-or-treating event
featuring local community booths and decorated displays.
Contact Jessica Murdock at
775-784-9850 for more info.
Cost: Free

OCT 3 ] (continued)

LIVING STONES CHURCH
TRUNK OR TREAT - FREE
Boys and Girls Club

5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Candy, games, popcorn, and a
photo booth

868 Cottonwood Ln

MONSTER MOVIES

House on Haunted Hill & Night of
the Living Dead

6:00 p.m.

McHoppers Brew Co.

396 US Highway 95A North

KARAOKE COSTUME PARTY
(21+)

8:00 p.m.

McHoppers Brew Co.

396 US Highway 95A North

NOV 3

FIBER ARTS MEET UP
4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Fernley Library

575 Silver Lace Blvd

TRIVIANIGHT 21+

Free Billiards at 6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Frontier Fun Center

480 W. Main St.

NOV 4

FAMILY BOARD GAMES
AND LEGO TIME

4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Fernley Library

575 Silver Lace Blvd

the

WEEK OF OCTOBER 30, 2026

Meetings

Fernley City Council
Ist and 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 5:00 p.m.
City Hall, 595 Silver Lace Blvd.
Next meeting Nov. 4

Fernley Planning Commission
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 5:00 p.m.

City Hall, 595 Silver Lace Blvd.
Next meeting Nov. 11

Fernley Senior Citizen
Advisory Committee
2nd Friday of even numbered
months at 9:00 a.m.
City Hall, 595 Silver Lace Blvd.
Next meeting Dec. 11

Lyon County Commission
Ist and 3rd Thursday of the
month at 9:00 a.m.
Lyon County Administrative
Complex, 27 S. Main St.,
Yerington
Next meeting Nov. 5

Lyon County Planning
Commission
2nd Tuesday of the
month at 9:00 a.m.
Lyon County Administrative
Complex, 27 S. Main St.,
Yerington
Next meeting Nov. 10

Lyon County Library
Board of Trustees
4th Tuesday
of the Month at 9:30 a.m.
Locations rotate between the 5
county libraries
Next meeting Oct. 27

Lyon County School District
Board of Trustees
4th Tuesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m.
Locations rotate between each
attendance area
Next meeting Oct. 24

North Lyon County
Fire Protection District
Board of Trustees
2nd Thursday of the month
195 E. Main St.

Next meeting Nov. 12

Fernley Swimming Pool
General Improvement District
3rd Tuesday of the month
at 5:30 p.m.

300 Cottonwood Lane
Next meeting Nov 17

NOV 5

COMPUTER CLASSES
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fernley Library

575 Silver Lace Blvd

TRIVIA (21+)

7:00 p.m.

McHoppers Brew Co.

396 US Highway 95A North

report erv

FERNLEY'S HOMETOWN NEWS
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Continued from FRONT - MEDVAC...

an important difference.

“Providing the highest level of
emergency medical care to our com-
munity requires strong partnerships,”
North Lyon Fire Chief Brian Bunn
said when the base opened in August.
“By working alongside Battle Born
Medevac, we are improving access
to lifesaving resources, reducing re-
sponse times and ensuring critically ill
and injured patients have faster access
to definitive medical care.”

The partnership between North
Lyon Fire and Battle Born Medevac
has been in development for several
months.

Bunn first discussed plans to es-
tablish a helicopter base at Station 61
during a March meeting of the North
Lyon County Fire Protection District
Board of Directors. The board ap-
proved the agreement with Battle Born
Medevac in June.

Under the arrangement, Battle
Born Medevac stations a pilot, flight
nurse and paramedic at Station 61,
where the crew can respond to emer-
gencies without first traveling to Fern-
ley from another community.

Battle Born Medevac CEO Joey
Loehner explained the difference
during the June fire board meeting.

“We are flying here a lot obvious-
ly, but we're coming from Yerington,
so with requests, dispatch, launch and

FERNLEY

Monday, Nov. 2

Cheeseburger on Whole
Wheat Bun
Lettuce, Tomato, Onion
Mixed Veggies
Baked Beans
Fruit Cocktail
100% Juice

T

Tuesday, Nov. 3

SNNNNRRANNNN

THE FERNLEY REPORTER

OBITUARY

Dan S. Newman
March 1965 - October 13th, 2026

Danny grew up in Fernley, and graduated valedictorian from Fernley High

School in 1983.

In high school, he was known for his passion for football, and an outgoing
personality, which caused him to spend a lot of time in the principal’s office
in grade school. Because of his love for the game, he tried out for a pro team
but was rejected for being too small. He enrolled in pre-med, and worked at
Washoe Medical Center, hoping to get any position on the medical staff of

any pro football team.

Danny leaves behind a daughter Riley, and her two daughters; a son,
Chase; his sister, Nancy, his sister Kaylene (and her husband Rick), and his
brother Rick (and his wife Harriet); his nieces and nephews, Shanna, Nelson,
Selena, Shane and Troy; and several cousins.

Danny will be remembered fondly by his family and loved ones. He will be
deeply missed by those whose lives he touched.

Danny, rest in peace, forever remembered, and always loved.

flight time it’s 27, 28 minutes average
response time total, start to finish, to
land here, versus now we’ll be physical-
ly here,” Loehner said.

The helicopter is equipped for ad-
vanced medical care, including spe-
cialized equipment and whole blood
products that may not be available in a
traditional ground ambulance.

The estimated flight time from
Fernley to Reno is approximately 12
minutes, providing another transpor-
tation option for critically ill patients
when minutes matter.

The Fernley base is Battle Born
Medevac’s third helicopter location,
joining operations in Yerington and at
East Fork Fire Protection District Sta-
tion 12 in the Carson City area.

The Fernley helicopter serves a re-
gional area that includes Lyon, Chur-
chill, Storey, Pershing and portions of
Washoe counties, with additional cov-
erage extending to communities such
as Pyramid Lake, Lovelock and Ger-
lach.

Because it serves the broader re-
gion, the aircraft may sometimes be re-
sponding to another emergency when
needed locally.

The Fernley helicopter operates
24 hours a day, seven days a week, ac-
cording to Rural Medevac Alliance, the
organization operating Battle Born
Medevac.

Saturday’s celebration also recog-
nized the local businesses, public agen-
cies and individuals who helped con-
struct the new helipad behind Station

61.

North Lyon Fire credited Fernley
City Councilman Albert Torres, San-
chez Landscaping, American Ready
Mix, the City of Fernley Public Works
Department and the Nevada Depart-
ment of Transportation’s District 2
with contributing time, materials and
resources to make the project possible.

The fire district said the contribu-
tions helped establish an important
resource for the community while sup-
porting the partnership between lo-
cal emergency responders and the air
medical service.

The new base also allows firefight-
ers and flight crews to work more
closely together, coordinating emer-
gency responses and participating in
joint training.

“Both agencies view this as a true
partnership,” Loehner said when the
base opened. “Being co-located at Sta-
tion 61 allows us to train together more
frequently, strengthen relationships
between our crews and ultimately pro-
vide even better service to the commu-
nities we protect.”

North Lyon Fire continues to man-
age emergency medical responses
within its district, with the helicopter
available when air transportation is
needed.

Saturday’s open house gave resi-
dents an opportunity to see the medi-
cal helicopter up close, tour the fire sta-
tion, meet firefighters and flight crews,
and learn more about the services
available in Fernley.

OR CENTER MENU

105 LOIS LANE, FERNLEY, NEVADA | 775-575-3370
Lunch Served Monday - Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. | Prices: 60+ $2 donation, for those under 60 $7 fee.

Chicken Noodle
Casserole
Zucchini & Tomatoes
Cornbread
Plum
Smart Balance

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Meatball Stew

(Chicken meatballs, veggies,
creamy sauce)
Whole Wheat Roll
Garden Salad

Dressing

100% Juice

100% Juice

BUCKAROO TRADITIONS]
—+— GATHERING =<

X

NOV.13-15! 2026

WINNEMUCCA; NEVADA, USA

BTGATHERING.COM ).

DLLELELEEs

3-MAN ROPING COMPETITORS RECEIVE UP TO 4 FREE GUEST PASSES

Thursday, Nov. 5

Sheet Pan Fried Rice
Shrimp & Vegetable Eggroll
ltalian Blend Veggies
Fruit of the Day
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The American Red Cross Nevada
Chapter, Nevada State Fire Marshal’s
Office and Lyon County Emergen-
cy Management joined Battle Born
Medevac and North Lyon Fire for the
event, visiting with residents and shar-
ing information about their work.

Fernley Grocery Outlet donated 50
pumpkins for children attending the
open house to take home for Hallow-
een.

North Lyon Fire particularly appre-
ciated the donation, noting that it gave
children who might not otherwise
have had a pumpkin an opportunity to
take one home.

Families spent the afternoon ex-
ploring equipment, talking with
emergency responders and learning
more about the work the agencies do
throughout the year.

In a statement following the event,
North Lyon Fire thanked the business-
es, agencies and residents who partici-
pated and helped make the celebration
possible.

“Events like this remind us that the
fire service is about so much more than
responding to emergencies. It's about
building relationships, fostering trust,
creating connections, and being an ac-
tive part of the community we serve,”
the district said.

The ribbon-cutting marked the for-
mal celebration of a service that is al-
ready operating in Fernley, providing
another important emergency medical
resource for residents and travelers
throughout northern Nevada.

Friday, Nov. 6

Shepherd’s Pie
Fresh Spinach
Italian Dressing
Apricot Bran Muffin
Banana
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Staff Report

A four-member Fernley High School
FFA team earned bronze honors at the
National FFA Livestock Evaluation
Contest last week in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, placing 33rd out of 46 teams and
finishing just one spot short of a silver
designation.

The contest, held in conjunction
with the 99th National FFA Convention
& Expo, Oct. 21-24, drew 46 teams and
182 competitors from across the coun-
try. Teams qualified for the national
competition by winning their respec-
tive state contests.

The Livestock Evaluation Career
Development Event tests students’
knowledge of animal agriculture
and their ability to evaluate livestock
for breeding and marketing purpos-
es. Competitors evaluate beef cattle,
swine, sheep and meat goats, assessing
the animals’ physical characteristics,
quality and desirable traits.

Continued from PAGE 3 - WEST MAIN...

In another example of the commu-
nity spirit behind the project, Tracey
Ebert-Roque happened to drive by
while volunteers were spreading four
cubic yards of DG. Rather than con-
tinue on her way, she pulled over and
spent more than two hours helping
shovel and rake.

It’s that kind of spontaneous gen-
erosity that has kept the project mov-
ing.

Michelle Moffitt of Twisted Steel
has contributed her artistic talents,
creating distinctive metal pieces that
add character to the site. Gopher Con-
struction provided a generous dis-
count on DG, stretching the project’s
resources further.

Marcel Wagner of the Fernley
Chamber of Commerce has spent
considerable time behind a shovel,
while John Morros has handled many
of the day-to-day details, keeping the
worksite organized and making sure
everything comes together.

Dana Uhlhorn has been another
regular supporter, although Teresa
joked that his one-handed shoveling
technique might be better suited to
cheering everyone else on.

Others who have contributed time,
materials or assistance include Eric
and Kellie Flodman of Cardin Realty
and Silver Spur, Katie Gillespie of eXp
Realty, Frank Gillespie, Fernley City
Council members Ryan Hanan and
Albert Torres, Dalton from the City of
Fernley, Tori Solberg of Water Heater
Mafia and David from Because I Can,
who traveled from Spanish Springs to
lend a hand.

Summit Church
Silverland Middle School

Grace Baptist Church
460 W. Main Street, Suite 108
gbcfernley.org

Fernley First Baptist Church
485 E. Main Street

Gift of Grace Lutheran Church
290 N. West Street
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Fernley FFA Team Earns Bronze at
National Contest

The Fernley FFA team of Dylan Viehland, Ainsley Blackorby, Jayde Thomas and

w026

Arianna Walker competed at the National FFA Livestock Evaluation contest last week in

Students must also demonstrate
their decision-making and communica-
tion skills by explaining and defending
their evaluations using industry termi-

g

At the corner of West Main Street and U.S. 95A in Fernley, Teresa Morros and her

Indianapolis. Photo courtesy of Sydney Botts

nology. The competition is designed to
develop practical skills that can be ap-
plied to livestock production, agricul-

tural business and other careers in the

husband, John, and a growing band of volunteers, local businesses and community
members have been transforming a neglected stretch of roadside into something the
community can be proud of. Photo courtesy of Greg Stevens.

Concrete has been poured, bench-
es and trash cans installed, decorative
lighting added and sections of turf
completed. But Teresa isn't finished
yet.

In fact, she has a few more surpris-
es planned.

More improvements on the way

In December, a special custom
piece created by Twisted Steel will be
installed. Teresa knows exactly what
it is, but she’s keeping the details un-
der wraps.

“I'm like a little kid wanting to tell
everyone what it is, but I promised to
keep it a secret!” she wrote.

The final phase will focus on the
area surrounding a tree and incorpo-
rate some of Fernley’s railroad history.

Plans include a custom bench fea-
turing scenes from the Southern Pa-
cific Railroad, two additional decora-
tive light poles and an arrangement of
colorful steel flowers surrounding an
ornamental lighted orb.

Teresa hopes to have the bench
completed by the end of 2026, with
the remaining improvements finished
in early 2027.

The group also plans to launch an
engraved paver campaign in early No-
vember, allowing residents, families
and businesses to leave a permanent
mark on the project.

For $80 per paver, donors can hon-
or a loved one, commemorate their
family or simply show their Fernley
pride.

Fernfey (Ghurch Pirectory

Living Faith Church
110 Center Street

Crosswinds Assembly of God
3015 Farm District Road

Calvary Chapel
875 Fremont Street

Joy! Alliance Fellowship
www.facebook.com/JOYchurchFernley
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livestock industry.

Awards were given on a gold, sil-
ver and bronze scale. Three Fernley
students earned silver individual em-
blems, while one earned bronze.

Arianna Walker received a silver
emblem and finished 59th overall.
Ainsley Blackorby earned silver and
placed 83rd, while Dylan Viehland
earned silver and finished 105th. Jayde
Thomas received a bronze emblem and
placed 168th.

Fernley High School FFA adviser
Sydney Botts said the students spent
more than two years preparing to com-
pete at the national level and represent-
ed Fernley High School and Nevada
FFA well.

“We had an incredible week and are
very proud of our students,” Botts said.
“They have worked very hard for over
two years to qualify and compete at
this level, and we are proud of the way
they have represented FHS and Nevada
FFA”

Teresa has also been mindful of
the long-term upkeep. With synthetic
turf, DG and metal artwork, the im-
provements are intended to require
little maintenance. The property own-
er has agreed to help keep the trash
cans emptied and provide occasional
care for the landscaped areas.

Areason to stop in Fernley

And if anyone wonders whether all
this work is making a difference, Te-
resa has a story about that, too.

On Sunday, she and John were
driving by the project when they no-
ticed an RV parked nearby. A couple
had backed up to the newly land-
scaped area, pulled out their lawn
chairs and settled in on the grass.

Naturally, Teresa had to stop and
say hello.

The couple explained that they
were traveling across the country
and had stopped in Fernley to do their
laundry. While waiting, they spotted
the inviting green space and decided
to sit outside and enjoy the afternoon.

They told Teresa they had driven
through Fernley before but had never
felt inclined to stop until now.

“Talk about putting a HUGE smile
on my heart!” Teresa wrote.

And really, isn't that the whole
point?

Alittle patch of green, some beau-
tiful artwork, a comfortable place to
sit and suddenly two travelers who
might otherwise have driven straight
through town are stopping to enjoy
Fernley.

Not bad for a project that started
with an idea, a few shovels and some
neighbors willing to help.

As Teresa put it, “We're bringing
some love back to Main Street, Fern-
ley!”

St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church
625 Desert Shadows Lane

Fernley Free Methodist Church

100 N. West Street

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
155 Hwy 95A South

Living Stones Church
868 Cottonwood Lane
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By Rachel Dahl

After years of fighting the federal gov-
ernment over plans to line portions of
the Truckee Canal, the Fernley City
Council has voted to end its lawsuit
against the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion.

The council voted 4-0 on Oct. 21 to
discontinue the litigation following a
September ruling by the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals that upheld the fed-
eral agency’s environmental review of
the canal project.

The decision brings to a close a
lengthy legal effort by the city to chal-
lenge the Bureau of Reclamation’s
evaluation of how canal lining could
affect groundwater supplies and the
surrounding environment.

David Rigdon, an attorney with
Taggart & Taggart who has repre-
sented the city in water matters, told
council members that the latest ruling
leaves Fernley with few realistic legal
options.

“We've been fighting a litigation
battle with the U.S. Bureau of Recla-
mation for many years now over the
environmental impact statement that
they did with regards to the lining of
the canal,” Rigdon said.

The dispute centers on the Truckee
Canal, which carries water from the
Truckee River toward Lahontan Res-
ervoir as part of the Newlands Project.
Water that seeps through the canal’s
unlined sections also contributes to
groundwater recharge in the Fernley
area.

Following a 2008 canal breach that
flooded hundreds of Fernley homes,
the Bureau of Reclamation developed
a project to improve canal safety, in-
cluding lining sections of the canal to
reduce seepage and strengthen the
system.

Fernley challenged the federal en-
vironmental impact statement, argu-
ing that the agency had not adequately
evaluated the consequences of reduc-
ing seepage, including potential ef-
fects on groundwater, vegetation, wa-
ter quality and land subsidence.

THE FERNLEY REPORTER

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Fernley Ends Long Fight
Over Truckee Canal Lining

After years of contesting the concrete lining of the Truckee Canal, the Fernley City voted
Oct. 21 to end its lawsuit against the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. The City had argued
that lining the canal prevented recharge into the underground aquifer, causing many
private wells to dry up. Photo by Leanna Lehman.

The federal district court ruled in
favor of the Bureau of Reclamation in
January 2025, and the city appealed.

On Sept. 14, a three-judge panel of
the Ninth Circuit upheld that decision,
finding the agency had sufficiently ex-
amined alternatives, environmental
consequences and mitigation mea-
sures under the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act.

The appeals court acknowledged
the city’s concerns about groundwater
but concluded that the agency’s analy-
sis satisfied federal environmental re-
view requirements.

The ruling did not establish that
canal lining would have no effect on
groundwater. Rather, the court deter-
mined that the Bureau of Reclamation
had met its legal obligations in evaluat-
ing the project.

Rigdon told council members that

a ULS. Supreme Court decision issued
while Fernley’s appeal was pending
had also made it more difficult to chal-
lenge federal environmental reviews.

“Unfortunately, during the middle
of that appeal to the Ninth Circuit, the
United States Supreme Court came
down with some precedent that pretty
much changed the way these types of
cases are argued and tilted the scales
pretty heavily in the government’s fa-
vor,” he said.

With the appeal denied, Rigdon
outlined three remaining possibilities:
asking the three-judge panel to recon-
sider, requesting a broader review by
the Ninth Circuit or petitioning the
U.S. Supreme Court to hear the case.

He advised against pursuing any of
them.

“We believe we've really gotten as
far as we can go,” Rigdon told the coun-
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cil, recommending that the city end
the litigation.

Councilman Albert Torres, who
said he has been involved with the is-
sue throughout his more than seven
years on the council, agreed that con-
tinuing the case was unlikely to pro-
duce a different result.

“I think that we are really done,”
Torres said. “And I hate to say that be-
cause [ hate to give up.”

Rigdon said he had worked on the
city’s canal-related legal matters for
approximately 14 years, dating back to
the period before the environmental
impact statement was developed.

“It's been a long, long road here, and
like you, I really hate to give it up, but
we really are kind of at the end of the
road,” he said.

Councilman Ryan Hanan also ex-
pressed frustration with the outcome.
He recalled attending mediation ses-
sions and meetings with the Truck-
ee-Carson Irrigation District as the
city sought to address its concerns.

“lagree that we've exhausted all
avenues that are appropriate,” Hanan
said.

He also emphasized the importance
of reviewing any future projects af-
fecting the canal.

“I'hope that any future projects
that are on that canal, that happen in
that corridor, go through the neces-
sary environmental reviews,” Hanan
said, adding that the city should have
opportunities to present evidence and
raise questions about additional work.

Torres made the motion to stop the
litigation, Hanan seconded it, and the
council approved the motion unani-
mously.

The decision ends the city’s pur-
suit of further appeals in this case, but
it does not eliminate the underlying
questions about the long-term effects
of reduced canal seepage on Fernley’s
groundwater.

Those concerns remain part of the
city’s broader water-management
challenges as Fernley continues to
grow.

Council Hears Law Enforcement Report,
Updates on City Projects

By Rachel Dahl

Areport on sex offender registration
enforcement, an update on revisions
to Fernley’s development code and
approval of several infrastructure
projects were among the business
conducted during the Fernley City
Council’s Oct. 21 meeting.

Lyon County Sheriff’s Office Chief
Deputy Mitch Brandingham opened
his report by describing an incident
earlier that afternoon at the Fernley
substation, where deputies arrested
aregistered sex offender who had re-
portedly failed to register for approx-
imately three and a half months.

Brandingham said the man be-
came combative when deputies at-
tempted to take him into custody, re-
sulting in a struggle in the substation
lobby.

The incident prompted Branding-
ham to explain how the Sheriff’s Of-
fice monitors registered sex offend-
ers throughout the county.

He reported that Lyon County cur-
rently has 280 registered sex offend-
ers, although the department was
still working to determine how many
reside within Fernley city limits.

Brandingham said deputies reg-
ularly arrest individuals who fail to
comply with registration require-
ments, which may contribute to pub-
lic perceptions about the number of
offenders in the area.

“For the most part, we don’t have
alot of issues with these people, but
they do come up from time to time,”
he said.

The department recently sent let-
ters reminding registered offenders
of their obligations and warning that

failure to maintain their registrations
could result in arrest.

With Halloween approaching,
Councilman Ryan Hanan asked about
restrictions affecting registered sex
offenders during trick-or-treating.

Brandingham said requirements
vary depending on an offender’s clas-
sification, but the Sheriff’s Office rec-
ommends that registered offenders
turn off their porch lights and refrain
from participating in Halloween ac-
tivities. He encouraged parents to
consult the state’s sex offender reg-
istry and the Sheriff’s Office app for
information about offenders in their
neighborhoods.

Title 16 revisions moving forward

Building Official Charity Burkel
reported that the city has completed
the fourth and final workgroup meet-
ing on proposed revisions to Title 16
of the Fernley Municipal Code, which
governs development and land-use
regulations.

Burkel said the completed ver-
sion of the proposed code will be pre-
sented to the City Council at its first
meeting of the new year, Jan. 6, 2027.

“We will be heavily advertising
that and look forward to everybody’s
input,” Burkel said.

The revisions have been devel-
oped through meetings involving city
staff and community representatives.

City staff also reminded residents
about an Oct. 27 public open house
at the Fernley Community Response
and Resource Center to gather input
on the city’s comprehensive plan up-
date.

Only one member of the public at-
tended the previous open house Sept.
1, according to the staff report.

The comprehensive plan will
guide decisions about future growth,
land use, infrastructure and develop-
ment throughout Fernley.

Infrastructure projects approved

The council unanimously ap-
proved its consent agenda, including
several contracts and agreements for
city infrastructure.

Among the largest was a contract
with Kimley-Horn and Associates for
up to $348,900 to complete prelim-
inary design work for the Gustafson
Bridge Replacement Project.

The council also approved an ad-
ditional $59,000 for engineering
services associated with East Cedar
Street improvements, including wa-
ter infrastructure replacement and
street improvements between Hardie
Lane and U.S. 95A.

Another amendment increased
the authorization for rehabilitation of
altitude valves and associated check
valves serving the Sage and Ricci wa-
ter tanks from $21,200 to $50,980.

The council approved an $86,250
grant agreement with the Nevada
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources to develop an
off-highway vehicle trail plan for city
land in south Fernley.

The grant requires no local match-
ing funds and will pay for planning,
mapping and identifying potential
trails, access points and improve-
ments. Work is contingent on com-
pletion of the federal land convey-
ance process.

The consent agenda also included
approval of a contract for legal ser-
vices associated with establishing the
Fernley Power District.

Housing and community develop-

ment

During council reports, Hanan
and Councilman Albert Torres dis-
cussed the Oct. 8 groundbreaking for
Ryder Homes” Wilson Landing devel-
opment, attended by Gov. Joe Lom-
bardo.

Torres said the project includes
37 homes, with another 20 homes
planned nearby. He also mentioned a
proposed multifamily development
north of Main Street that could in-
clude approximately 200 townho-
mes.

In response to public concerns
about evictions, Torres said the city
works with the Sheriff’s Office and
Lyon County Health and Human Ser-
vices to connect residents experienc-
ing difficulty paying rent with avail-
able assistance.

Torres also announced that the
Fernley Convention and Tourism Au-
thority will accept grant applications
Nov. 1-30 for projects promoting
tourism during the first half of 2027.

Applications must be received by
5 p.m. Nov. 30, with funding decisions
expected at the authority’s Dec. 14
meeting.

Mayor Neal McIntyre reminded
residents that City Hall will close at 4
p.m. Oct. 29 and remain closed Oct.
30 in observance of Nevada Day.

He also announced that the city’s
annual Spooktacular will be held Oct.
31 from 4 to 7 p.m. at City Hall.

This year’s event will move the
popular trunk-or-treat activities to
the rear parking lot and introduce
the Teal Pumpkin Project, offering
nonfood treats for children with food
allergies or other dietary restrictions.
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EDUCATION

Zero Desks... Maximum Learning
Archery, panning for gold, birds, bees and Lake Tahoe
Hiking tips bring science to life.

By Suzanne Prouty

Abeekeeper, a military working dog,
heavy road equipment and miniature
cows. This was going to be a different
kind of school day.

On Oct. 15, all 320 Fernley Inter-
mediate School sixth graders trad-
ed their desks for outdoor learning
stations led by people from across
northern Nevada.

There were bows to shoot, fish-
ing casts to practice and gold-pan-
ning techniques to try. Along the
way came lessons in science, wildlife,
safety, taking care of the land and the
work people do around them. But the
day was also about something closer
to home: a community supporting its
kids —and each other.

About 15 teachers and 45 exhib-
itors and volunteers helped make it
happen. Custodians and other school
staff pitched in, too. Breakfast wel-
comed the visiting exhibitors before
a day of sharing their knowledge. Jes-
sie Weller, a sixth-grade teacher, has
helped organize the event and recruit
exhibitors for the past 10 of the 13
years it has been held.

Jessie emphasizes that it takes a
team. The smooth-running day re-
flects work shared across the school
and with its community partners.
After a morning welcome from the
principal, Mrs. Pulsifer, students
headed out to rotate through the sta-
tions. Students from special resource
classes joined in, too.

Some lessons called for concentra-
tion and a steady hand. Nevada De-

Fernley Intermediate School sixth-grade students got a chance to learn first-hand
about several outdoor activities and career paths, such as a presentation by the Mason
Valley Beekeepers during the school’s annual Outdoor Day. Photo courtesy of Fernley

partment of Wildlife staff taught ar-
chery and fishing casts and brought
wildlife skulls and hides for students
to examine. Nevada Bighorns Unlim-
ited supplied an inflatable archery
range. Archery also gave students a
way to understand kinetic energy by
seeing it in action. Pull back the bow,
release the arrow and watch stored
energy become motion. A classroom
idea suddenly has somewhere to go.
Gold panning brought density
lessons to life. At the Northern Ne-
vada Gold Panners Association sta-
tion, students learned how lighter
material washes away while heavier,

Fernley Intermediate School sixth-graders learned how to pan for gold during the
school’s annual Outdoor Day. Photo courtesy of Fernley Intermediate School

Intermediate School

denser material stays behind. They
could see why the technique works
while learning about the area’s geo-
logical history. Those activities gave
teachers something to build on later
in classes. Instead of asking students
only to imagine a process, they could
now refer to something the children
had tried themselves.

A new station this year became
one of Mr. Weller’s favorites: the
Tahoe Rim Trail Association. Stu-
dents saw a 55-pound backpack, un-
packed its contents and then packed
everything back in, learning what
goes into preparing for time on the
trail. They also explored an idea that
might have been new to them: being
good stewards of the land. What does
that mean? Caring for it. Enjoying
the outdoors comes with a responsi-
bility to look after the places we visit.

Other exhibitors offered differ-
ent ways to explore Nevada’s natural
world. Nevada Audubon introduced
bird identification and local ecology.
Safari Club International brought its
mobile sensory trailer for a hands-on
experience. Yerington Bees intro-
duced beekeeping, native pollinators
and their connection to agriculture.

Johnni Archuleta brought minia-
ture cows from Fallon and shared in-
formation about livestock care. Then
there were the people whose work
involves keeping others safe. A Naval
Air Station Fallon K-9 team demon-
strated the training, discipline and
working roles of military dogs. Lyon
County Search and Rescue covered
emergency response, safety skills and
community rescue operations. The
Nevada Department of Transporta-
tion brought heavy equipment, giv-
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ing students a close look at the ma-
chinery and an introduction to civil
engineering careers.

Together, the stations opened win-
dows into both work and recreation.
A child who likes animals might be-
come curious about wildlife biolo-
gy or livestock care. Someone who
enjoys being outdoors might want
to learn more about search and res-
cue. Heavy equipment might prompt
questions about how roads are built
and maintained. An interest does not
have to become a career to matter.
Fishing, archery, hiking and other
outdoor activities can become hob-
bies children carry into adulthood.

Just ask Jessie Weller, who is a bow
hunter, fly fisherman and teaches
NASP hunter safety classes from the
National Association of Safety Pro-
fessionals. And that’s not all. Jessie
is also a NW Nevada hunting guide.
He says that the outdoors is like a
church for him in terms of how he
feels there, as well as something that
helps his overall outlook, gets him to
exercise and is his real hobby. Help-
ing children discover those interests
is part of the Outdoor Day purpose.

The day also creates a shared ex-
perience. Students from different
classrooms return having tried some
of the same unfamiliar things. They
have something new to talk about,
and teachers have experiences they
can draw on in future lessons. What
is density? Oh right, it’s the way gold
and heavy materials sink, not float.

Research offers support for learn-
ing outdoors. A review of 147 stud-
ies from Frontiers in Public Health
(2022) reported benefits including
greater student involvement, stron-
ger teamwork and some academic
improvement. The studies varied in
quality, so the findings are promising
rather than a guarantee. But Neva-
da teachers and students see value
in outdoor time, too. In a 2024 sur-
vey conducted for the state’s outdoor
education effort, 97% of respond-
ing classroom teachers said being
outdoors improved their students’
mood. Eighty-one percent of students
agreed. They felt better after being
outside.

For all the activities, the day’s
strength was the people behind them.
Teachers, custodians, school staff and
visiting exhibitors worked togeth-
er to keep things running smooth-
ly. People enjoyed being part of it.
This was a community supporting
its kids —and each other. Everyone
brought something to share, and 320
sixth graders got a chance to discov-
er something new that might just
change their lives.
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VICTORY
LOGISTICS
DISTRICT

YOUR UNANIMOUS VOTE TO CREATE
THE FERNLEY POWER DISTRICT WILL
HELP BUILD THE FUTURE OF
FERNLEY.

A Vote for Fernley’s Future:
Thank You, City Council

By Rick Nelson

On behalf of Mark IV and the Victory Project, I want to thank the Fernley City Council for its unanimous vote
to create the Fernley Power District and to approve a Conditional Use Permit for the proposed power plant.
Unanimity on a decision this important is rare, and this one was earned. Over many months, council members
and our team worked through these hard questions to find a solution that was a win-win for Fernley and for
Victory. That diligence matters. It means the district rests on a foundation that residents and businesses alike
can trust.

The Fernley Power District is a model of what a public-private partnership should look like. Mark IV Capital
and its pioneer generation company, Stella Power Company, are covering the cost of funding the estimated
$600 million power plant. Fernley residents will not pay to build it. The city keeps its oversight role. The private
partners bring capital, expertise and speed; the public brings accountability and long-term stewardship. The
developers carry the financial risk, while the community shares in the reward.

The district will also generate new revenue for the city. Through a 1% franchise fee, Fernley gains a
dedicated income stream that grows as the district grows. At full build out, the district is projected to generate
more than $20 million annually for the City of Fernley. That money can help fund roads, public safety, parks and
the everyday services residents count on, without asking families to pay more. Every company that connects
to the district also expands the city’s tax base, creating payroll,
supporting local businesses and strengthening Fernley’s finances
for decades to come.

Just as important, this vote gives businesses what they value
most: certainty. Companies weighing a long-term investment
at our project, from advanced manufacturers to data centers,
cannot build on a maybe. Before they commit hundreds of millions
of dollars, they need to know reliable power will be there when
their doors open. NV Energy is not expected to deliver that level
of capacity to the district for nearly a decade. The Fernley Power
District closes that gap. A clear, durable framework tells site
selectors that Fernley is ready for business and that its leaders
follow through on their commitments. Capital follows certainty,
and good jobs follow capital.

The work is not finished. Seating the district board, completing
the permit process and building out the infrastructure will all
demand continued care, and this council has shown it will provide
it. But this vote marks a turning point. Fernley has chosen to
compete for the jobs and investment that will shape northern
Nevada’s next decade, on terms that protect residents and
reward the community. Decades from now, October 2026 will be
remembered as a month when Fernley chose to build its future.

To each member of the Fernley City Council: thank you for your
leadership, your diligence and your vision for our city.
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REBECCA RENO—Area: Fernley,
Bail: $3,775, Charges: Use or pos-
session of drug paraphernalia; False
statement to or obstruct a public offi-
cer; Drive with a suspended driver’s
license; Operate an unregistered ve-
hicle, trailer, or semi; Owner proof of
insurance required

RAUL ORTEGA—Area: Fernley, Bail:
$20,390, Charges: Possession of
Schedule I or II controlled substance
less than 14 grams, (Ist or 2nd); Ob-
tain or possess a credit or debit card
without the cardholder’s consent; Use
or possession of drug paraphernalia;
Resist a public officer; Drive without a
driver’s license

CAMERON COOK — Area: Fernley,
Bail: $29,700, Charges: Obtain or use
another person’s identification for
harmful or unlawful purpose; Pos-
session of Schedule I or II controlled
substance less than 14 grams, (1st or
2nd); Drive with a suspended driv-
er’s license; Use or possession of drug

THE FERNLEY REPORTER

LAW & ORDER

Arrestreport

All information for the arrest report is provided by the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office and is
considered by law to be public information.
All subjects are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Oct. 19 - Oct. 25, 2026

paraphernalia; Failure to appear on a
traffic citation; Felony arrest of a fugi-
tive from another state, complaint, or
warrant

MICHAEL BOUCHET — Area: Silver
Springs, Bail: $3,640, Charges: Pos-
session of Schedule I or I controlled
substance less than 14 grams, (1st or
2nd); Use or possession of drug para-
phernalia

EZEQUIEL MENDOZA AYALA —
Area: Dayton, Bail: $80,640, Charges:
Possession of Schedule I or II con-
trolled substance less than 14 grams,
(Ist or 2nd); Violation of a domestic
violence extended protective order,
(1st); Felony arrest or surrender to cus-
tody by a bail surety or agent; Viola-
tion of a domestic violence temporary
protective order

ANDRES GALENO — Area: Dayton
Bail: $3,755, Charges: Possession of
Schedule I or II controlled substance
less than 14 grams, (1st or 2nd); Use or
possession of drug paraphernalia; Op-

erate a vehicle with expired registra-
tion or plates

SHANNON PATTISON — Area: Ma-
son Valley, Bail: $O, Charges: Court
commitment

DIANNE CUTTING — Area: Fernley,
Bail: $3,140, Charges: Domestic bat-
tery, (Ist)

ELIZABETH HOLGUIN—Area: Fern-
ley, Bail: $1,140, Charges: DUI, (Ist)
ZACHARY CROWDER—Area: Day-
ton, Bail: $5,000, Charges: Violation
of sex offender registration, (Ist)
ALBERTO FIGUEROA — Area: Fern-
ley, Bail: $5,475, Charges: DUI, (1st);
Owner proof of insurance required;
Non-resident driving when privilege
is suspended, revoked, or canceled;
Operate an unregistered vehicle, trail-
er, or semi; Failure to maintain lane or
improper lane change or use of signal;
Basic speed 11 to 20 miles per hour
over the posted limit; Drink alcohol
while driving or in physical control of
amotor vehicle; Resist a public offi-

WEEK OF OCTOBER 30, 2026

cer; Failure to yield to an emergency
vehicle

RUDY GARCIA — Area: Fernley,

Bail: $3,140, Charges: Domestic bat-
tery, (1st)

JONATHON GONSALVES — Area:
Dayton, Bail: $3,140, Charges: Domes-
tic battery, (Ist)

ROBERT WEATHERS — Area: Day-
ton, Bail: $5,000, Charges: Violation
of sex offender registration, (1st)
JAMES MACALUSO — Area: Fernley;,
Bail: $2,500, Charges: Unlawful occu-
pancy of real property

BERBEN WALKER — Area: Mason
Valley, Bail: $1,380, Charges: DUI, (Ist)
JOEL SANCHEZ — Area: Fernley,

Bail: $5,000, Charges: Failure to ap-
pear after bail, felony crime

SEAN RINGER — Area: Fernley, Bail:
$6,140, Charges: Violation of sex of-
fender registration, (Ist); Resist a pub-
lic officer

Department of Justice Highlights Anna Scott Case
in Operation Not Forgotten

By Robert Perea

Federal indictments in the killing of
Anna Scott, a member of the Pyramid
Lake Paiute Tribe, following a four-
year quest for justice were highlight-
ed by the Department of Justice and
FBIlast week in announcing the re-
sults of the 2026 personnel surge fo-
cused on unresolved cases in Indian
Country.

Operation Not Forgotten, now in
its fourth year, surged investigative
resources nationwide from April 1
through Sept. 30. The effort support-
ed 548 case investigations, a 59% in-
crease from 2025, and resulted in 118
arrests, 41 individuals charged fed-
erally, 25 child victims identified or
located and 72 weapons recovered.
FBI agents conducted 990 interviews
and 232 search operations, with ar-
rests up 123% and federal charges up
529% over last year.

“Operation Not Forgotten sends
aloud and clear message that our
long-forgotten partners in Indian
Country are forgotten no more,” FBI
Director Kash Patel said.

Patel called this year’s surge the
bureau’s largest commitment to In-

Continued from FRONT - LAU...

sideration of whether the same party
took positions in judicial proceedings,
successfully asserted the earlier posi-
tion, advanced a totally inconsistent
later position and did not take the ear-
lier position through ignorance, fraud
or mistake.

The motion also cites a statement
released by the city on Oct. 16 saying:
“Stan Lau remains expelled from the
Fernley City Council. The City Council
took corrective on the open meeting
law language on April 15th. The Judge
did not rule that the second corrective
expulsion action was inappropriate.
The issued order from the Third Judi-
cial District affirms the City Council’s
ability to expel its own members for
just cause and therefore the corrective
expulsion remains in effect.”

Lau’s motion argues that the city
took one position to agendize correc-
tive action, succeeded in its corrective
action to avoid prosecution, but now
advances a totally inconsistent later
position.

“The City should be estopped from
now asserting its position that is total-

dian Country in its history, noting
more than 500 cases worked during
the six-month period. He noted that
since he took leadership of the bu-
reau, the FBI has followed through on
its pledge to support tribal nations by
deploying 400 agents dedicated to
Indian Country, embedding 30 Safe
Trails Task Forces and expanding its
Voices Not Forgotten program. Un-
der that initiative, the FBI has qua-
drupled its reward offerings to at
least $25,000 for information asso-
ciated with homicides, kidnappings
and missing persons in Indian Coun-
try.

The case involving Scott was
among those charged during the
surge. In July, a federal grand jury
returned a superseding indictment
charging Delshay Astor with her al-
leged murder on the Reno-Sparks In-
dian Colony in February 2022. The
indictment also charged Joel Christy
with assisting Astor in avoiding ap-
prehension. They are scheduled to
stand trial in April 2027.

Other examples of cases charged
during the surge include:

e District of Wyoming: 18 individ-
uals indicted for violent crimes

ly inconsistent with its prior position,”
the motion states.

On Oct. 19, Lau filed a supplemental
exhibit regarding the motion, a letter
dated the same day addressed to Dick-
erson from Sean Lancaster, an attorney
representing the city through POOL
Pact, which stated that the City of
Fernley would not permit Lau to sit as
a member of the City Council at its
Oct. 21 meeting or any meeting
thereafter and that the city would have
Lau removed if he attempted to take a
seat on the City Council at that
meeting.

Lau requests that the judge issue an
order requiring the city to state the le-
gal and factual basis on which it claims
the April 15 vote independently au-
thorizes his continued exclusion from
the council and seeks a determination
on whether the city has a lawful, inde-
pendently effective April basis for ex-
cluding him.

Dickerson said he expects the issue
to be resolved before the City Council’s
Nov. 4 meeting, and if not, by the Nov.
15 meeting.

Lau’s term as councilman ends
when the City Council completes its
canvass of the results of the Nov. 3 gen-
eral election in December.

and child abuse offenses on the
Wind River Indian Reserva-
tion, including UL.S. v. Jose Beni-
to Ocon, arising from an August
2025 homicide near Riverton,
and UL.S. v. Darlynn Sheree Semi-
nole, involving allegations of se-
vere physical trauma inflicted on
al0-year-old.

e District of Minnesota: Four cas-
es charged involving violent and
sexual offenses in Indian Coun-
try, including U.S. v. Courtney
John Barrett Sr., indicted Sept. 22
on two counts of sexual abuse of
aminor.

e District of Montana: Charges
filed against Michael Plentybuf-
falo in the death of Shann No-
mee, who went missing in Jan-
uary 2024 and was later found
deceased north of Lodge Grass.
In a separate case, Lance Crook-
edarm was charged with a May
2026 violent assault and nonfatal
strangulation.

e District of Arizona: At least four
cases charged, including violent
assaults, an arson and aggravated
sexual abuse of a minor under 12
on the Navajo Nation, as well as

an additional assault on the Fort
Apache Indian Reservation.

The FBI also highlighted progress
under Operation Steadfast Promise,
launched in 2026 as a broader surge
addressing violent criminal threats in
Indian Country. Since April, the op-
eration has opened more than 1,200
new investigations, obtained charges
against 678 subjects, made more than
700 arrests, recovered 2,260 weap-
ons and made 140 drug seizures.

The FBI also emphasized its Voic-
es Not Forgotten webpage, which
includes a searchable map of Indian
Country cases where public assis-
tance is sought. In August, the bureau
established a minimum reward of up
to $25,000 for publicly advertised
cases involving homicides, kidnap-
pings and missing persons in Indian
Country where the FBI has jurisdic-
tion.

The FBI encourages anyone with
information related to unresolved
violent crimes in Indian Country to
contact their local FBI field office or
submit a tip at tips.fbi.gov.

EST. 2025
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How Sports Teaches Us About the Daily Grind

By Robert Perea

As the high school fall sports begin
the playoffs this week, I've been think-
ing a lot about some of my conversa-
tions with coaches this season, and
reflecting on why most of the educa-
tors I remember from my own teenage
years, and even before, are my coach-
es.

To be sure, several classroom
teachers who were not coaches made
an indelible impact on my life, but as
I've talked to coaches going through
different types of seasons this fall, a
jumble of facts in my head is starting
to formulate into a theory.

To me, there is a structural reason
why so many of the teachers I remem-
ber best were coaches, and it boils
down to a simple truth: Much of what
happens in a classroom feels entirely
theoretical, where as everything that
happens on a field or court is imme-
diate, experiential and impossible to
ignore.

In the classroom, the consequence
of alazy step or a missed assignment
is usually delayed, such as a lower
grade on a paper or report card days
or weeks later. To a teenager, and
know this because this was specif-
ically me, knowing that missing an

assignment today might mean a low-
er grade “six weeks from now” might
as well have been a hundred years. It
didn’t really matter.

But on the field or the court, you
feel the consequences of a mistake
immediately. The feedback is instant,
and so is the embarrassment, the frus-
tration, the pain or whatever conse-
quence happens.

So too, then, is the lesson.

Likewise, the payoff for doing
things right doesn’t make you wait, ei-
ther. When you hit the perfect block
or execute a play exactly as designed,

(@]

the reward is an instant explosion of
joy. You don’t have to wait until the
end of the semester to find out if your
hard work was worth it, you know it
the microsecond someting happens.
I've listened as Fernley coach An-
fernee Sloan has talked about how his
team is learning that sometimes life
smacks you right in the face, and you
have to decide how to respond. I've
heard Fallon football coach Calvin
Connors reiterate over and over again
how the standard is the standard.
Whether it’s teams that are in
the playoffs or those that didn't win

a single game, each of those players
learned immediate lessons, and I'm
sure, never once asked the question
“Why do I need to learn this?”

Setting aside the fact that thisis a
terrible question, sports, and there-
fore coaches, eliminate that question
entirely by making the purpose of the
lesson instantly clear.

Iremember being asked “Why will
I ever need to know this?” one day as a
substitute teacher when I was trying
to explain how to calculate the area of
a square. | explained how that week-
end [ was painting the deck on my
house and needed to know how much
paint to buy.

I saw the skepticism in the kid’s
eyes, but what I've seen in kids’ eyes
over and over again through sports
are tears, both of joy and pain, and no-
body ever asks when they will need to
learn about that.

The answer is right there inside
them.

Robert Perea has covered news and
sports in Northern Nevada since 1993.
He has published The Fernley Reporter
online since 2016, loves music, is a sucker
Jor the pets who have adopted him, and
is thrilled to be printing the Reporter.

Fascinating Fernley: Meet Your Neighbors:
Scott, Diane, Butch, Shirley and GR

By Sonia Hedrick

Fascinating Fernley residents come in
all shapes, sizes and ages. Recently, |
had the great pleasure of meeting some
of the very interesting folks living at
Fernley Estates, a senior community.
Seasoned by time and experience, this
group of friends exemplifies lives well
lived and the joy each day brings, re-
gardless of age.

Meet Scott Price. Scott is a Har-
ley-Davidson enthusiast from the Bay
Area, and he looks the part. To be hon-
est, he’s a bit gruff, and his outward ap-
pearance is slightly intimidating. He is
direct and unapologetic about his cho-
sen lifestyle. Asked if he was married,
he replied matter-of-factly, “Only once.
Girlfriends? Hundreds.” And you can
see why. The dude’s got swag!

Once you get to know him, you re-
alize this isn’t your stereotypical bik-
er. He is an astute businessman. Scott
funded his passion for motorcycles by
opening and running a chain of high-
end body shops servicing exotic vehi-
cles in California. To this day, he per-
sonally maintains nine Harleys should

A

Clockwise from the left: Diane and
Butch, GR, Scott Price and Shirley. Photos
collected by Sonia Hendrick.

he decide to take a spin.

Scott also has a heart. Around 1987,
he and like-minded Harley fans found-
ed the Rip City Riders in Petaluma, Cal-
ifornia. This motorcycle club does not
sow mayhem; it sows generosity and
kindness. To this day, Rip City Riders
arranges an array of events that ap-
peal to the biker community. The prof-
its from those events fund a variety of
charitable causes, including the Polly
Klaas Foundation.

Lovely Shirley Cole is an artist spe-
cializing in photography. Like other
artists of her time, Shirley was inspired
by ecological themes. She enjoyed cap-
turing all kinds of images but found
herself drawn mostly to animal sub-
jects.

Shirley’s contemporaries and circle
of friends included world-renowned
landscape photographer and environ-
mentalist Ansel Adams. In February
1984, Shirley was among the many
high-profile guests at Mr. Adams’ 82nd
birthday party.

Married for 58 years, Diane and
Butch spent a lifetime building busi-
nesses. Northern Nevada natives, the

RLEY-DAVIDSON

couple established a successful Snap-
on Tools franchise that was the envy of
competitors near and far. Ever attract-
ed to new challenges and opportuni-
ties, Diane and Butch changed streams.
They spent the next half of their work-
ing lives owning and operating an ice
cream parlor/delicatessen. So impres-
sive was their cuisine, customers actu-
ally requested Diane’s autograph!

Last but certainly not least, intro-
ducing the charismatic GR! The beau-
tiful young girl seen in the photograph
water-skiing remains a dynamic wom-
an who continues to meet life with
gusto. A single mother in a time when
it wasn’t particularly fashionable, GR
successfully competed in a new indus-
try that today is still not entirely wel-
coming to women. Despite searing
competition, GR grew a data consult-
ing firm from the ground up. Addition-
ally, she served as chief executive ad-
viser for the Northern California Fire
District.

With time, life has taken on a dif-
ferent hue for these remarkable folks.
Today is about enjoyment. Diane has
taken up pottery, cross-stitch and bin-

Advertise Here:

go. Butch loves to cook and garden. To
build up strength and stamina to sup-
port his next big ride, Scott swims as
often as possible. Shirley can be found
enjoying any number of community ac-
tivities, while GR lights up every room
she enters with her quick wit and elec-
tric smile.

While all take satisfaction in their
distinguished lives and careers, all
agree that their families and solid re-
lationships are their most enduring
source of happiness and pride. At the
end of the day, isn’t that the truest mea-
sure of success for our journey through
life?

Sonia Hedrick is interested in YOU!

Like to share your unusual story with our
neighbors? Or do you have an interesting
topic you would like to explore in Senior
Sense? Send Sonia an email at: shedrick-
Sfernley@gmail.com

775-423-4545, OR EMAIL PROMO@RANGEMEDIACO.COM




PAGE A12 « VOL. 3 NO. 18

PETS OF THE WEEK

Lucia and Mia

Meet Lucia (6 weeks) and Mia
(1year). These two female kittens
looking for a place to call home.

We are social, playful and very
loving. All adoptable cats are fixed,
vaccinated and microchipped. If you
would like to set up an appointment
to meet Lucia or Mia, please call and
leave a message with your contact
info and someone will get back to
you within 72 hours to do a phone
questionnaire.

775-575-0950
“** this number does not accept
texts." "

Precious Paws Society of NV | 1085 Ny Fe ~
775-575-0950 | preaouspawssoaetynv@gmalI com
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Wr. .  PET OF THE WEEK
=4%*"  The Lyon County Animal
Adopt me! Shelteris FULL!

Meet just a few of the amazing Fernley dogs below, there are many more
waiting for a second chance! Contact the Lyon County Shelter at 775-
577-5005 for more information or to schedule a meet and greet.

/

Lyon County Animal Shelter
3705 Highway 50 West in Silver Springs, NV 89429
775-577-5005

NEW CENTER NOW OPEN-COME CHECK US OUT!

We have a few spots left open in:

Infant 1Year 3/4-Year

A
Waitlist: Pre-K and 2-Year

IST. 2025
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TRADING Co.

<«
PATLOR yupra GO ypalt

MEET LOCAL AUTHOR, LARRY NEEL

Saturday, Dec. 6
Larry Neel
Shadows in the Sagebrush at 1 0 a.m.
==  Abeautiful coffee table book
ready for your holiday

shopping. Larry will be
on hand to sign books.
This book is also available
for purchase at
GreatBasinTrading.com

31S. Maine Street, Fallon | GreatBasinTrading.com | Tues - Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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- A Little Off the Top Salon &
Styling Company
- Wigwam

- Buddy Boys
- All Points Bar & Grill
McHoppers Brew Co.

- The Ganal Wine Lounge - Desert Rose RV
« Coldwell Banker Select Fernley - Black Bear Diner
- Fernley Chamber of - The Golf Club at Fernley

Commerce - Fernley City Hall Clerk’s Office
- The Nest . State Farm — Dan Glass Agency
- Carpet King Interiors/ Abbey - REMAX at the Golf Course
Carpet & Floor - The Parlor Barbershop

- Silver Spur Saloon - The Boys & Girls Club




